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WARREN -— = Quaboag 
Regional School Committee 
members voted 5-4 at an ear- 
ly Monday morning meeting, 
held on the Zoom videocon- 


QRSD 
committee 
passes 
lower budget 


Three towns need to 
hold special meetings 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — The Quabbin 
Regional School District 
(QRSD) Committee voted to 
lower their FY 21 budget last 
Thursday night. 

Of the five-member towns, 
only Oakham approved at its 
Annual Town Meeting (ATM) 
the amount approved by the 
school committee following 
a public hearing. The bud- 
get amount approved at the 
March 12 public hearing was 
$36,023,026. At the Aug. 13 
meeting, the committee vot- 
ed to lower that budget by 
$1,029,484 that included tak- 
ing one million dollars from 
school choice funds and re- 
moving the request of $29,484 
for a new tractor at the middle 
high school. The committee 
voted a transfer one million 
dollars from the Worces- 
ter County retired teacher’s 
health to the school choice re- 
volving account. The new FY 
21 amount was $34,993,542. 

The town of Barre’s new 
assessment was $17,783.14 less 
than the amount it approved at 
its ATM soit like Oakham will 
not need to hold Special Town 
Meetings (STM). Hardwick, 
Hubbardston and New Brain- 
tree will all need to hold town 
meetings. The new assessment 
for Hardwick was $62,180.32 
more than the town approved 
at ATM. Hubbardston’s new 
assessment was $14,197.67 
more than they approved 
at ATM. The town of New 
Braintree did not hold a town 
meeting yet. These meetings 
must be held within 40 days 


Please see BUDGET, page 6 


WARREN 


ferencing platform, to adopt a 
hybrid model for students for 
the fall. 

Three members, Craig Bur- 
gess, Anne Banville and Mat- 
thew Peloquin, did not vote 
as the Ethics Commission 
ruled they could not partici- 


Smola supports State police arrest Sports 
session extension p3 p12 
A TURLEY PUBLICATION 
www.turley.com 


pate without a conflict-of-in- 
terest, although the potential 
conflicts were not spelled out.. 
A fourth member, DeAnna 
Shepherd, received a ruling she 
could participate after consult- 
ing the Ethics Commission. 
School Committee mem- 
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Quahoag votes for hybrid sessions 


bers Tracy Waz, Dustin At- 
wood, Jason Morgan, Greg 
Morse and David Kirk voted 
in favor of the hybrid propos- 
al. Dr. James Wilson, DeAnna 


Please see QUABOAG, page 3 





The finishing touches are being added to the shed at Lucy Stone Park, an Eagle Scout project for Boy Scout Dan Mazzarese. 


Shed will store 
donated garden tools 


WARREN — Amidst the 
quiet of nature, the sounds 
of hammers and saws filled 
the air at Lucy Stone Park 
in Warren over the last few 
weeks. West Brookfield res- 
ident Dan Mazzarese, of 
Ware’s Boy Scout Troop 281, 
led a group of Boy Scouts 
and volunteers in construct- 
ing a tool shed to benefit the 
park. Mazzarese was build- 
ing the tool shed for his Ea- 
gle Scout project. 

“T chose this project be- 
cause both myself and my 
family have been volunteer- 
ing in the restoration of 
Lucy Stone Park since it was 
pretty much an overgrown 
mess of  prickers,’ staid 
Mazzarese. “Since then we 
have done so much and ulti- 
mately made the park usable 
again. By building this shed 
I was able to give back not 
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West Brookfield resident Dan Mazzarese, a Boy Scout with Ware’s Troop 281, 
and his parents rest after working on his Eagle Scout project, building a shed 


for the Lucy Stone Park in Warren. 


only to the current volun- 
teers but even to the future 
volunteers that will use tools 
from the shed to keep the 
park in good shape.” 

“To complete the re- 
quirements to achieve the 


distinguished rank of Eagle 
Scout, a Boy Scout needs to 
complete a leadership and 
service project. This project 
isn’t just about the project 


Please see EAGLES, page 7 
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Quabbin 
graduation 
held under 
sunny skies 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


BARRE — Quabbin Regional 
High School Principal Gregory 
Devine said at the graduation 
ceremony Friday, Aug. 7, 2020, 
“I’ve] never hosted a graduation 
like this.” 

Graduates did not process 
from the school to bleachers set 
up on the front lawn of the high 
school. Instead, the graduates 
wearing mask sat in socially dis- 
tanced chairs on the front lawn. 
All administrators, staff and 
guests wore masks and sat so- 
cially distanced in chairs on the 
lawn. Devine said it “doesn’t rain 
at Quabbin graduations” and 
once again, the weather cooper- 
ated. 

Class president Cedulie Ben- 
oit-Smith led the audience in 
saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 
She said her class would make 
history tonight. The Quab- 
bin Class of 2020 was: the first 
graduates to have one to one 
Chrome books, the first to close 
school to a pandemic and the 
first class to decorate their caps. 
Benoit-Smith said the pandem- 
ic was unexpected and not what 
the class deserved. She said they 
learned a lot about themselves in 
isolation and learned to be alone. 
She said, “Don’t pity us, but ap- 
preciate us.” 

One hundred forty students 
graduated from Quabbin Re- 
gional High School Friday, Aug. 
7. One hundred twelve students 
will attend two or four-year col- 
leges and three post-graduate 
programs. Four will entry the 
military, eight the workforce and 
13 are undecided. Some of the 
schools they will be attending 
include: Assumption College, 
Endicott College, Fitchburg 
State University, Mass Maritime, 
Merrimack College, Michigan 
State, Mount Wachusett Com- 
munity College, Northeastern 
University, Norwich University, 
Providence College, Quinsiga- 
mond Community College, Suf- 
folk University, Syracuse Uni- 
versity, UMass Amherst, UMass 
Boston, University of Edinburg, 
University of Maine, University 
of New Hampshire, Universi- 
ty of Vermont, Western New 
England University, Worcester 
State University, WPI to name 
just a few. 


Please see GRADUATION, page 6 
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Nature clubs plans 
butterly walk 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — The Massachusetts 
Butterfly Club will hold a butterfly walk at Wende- 
muth Meadow Presearve Saturday, Aug. 22 from 
10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Owned and managed by the 
East Quabbin Land Trust, Wendemuth Meadow 
Preserve is a 30-acre property. The preserve fea- 
tures a diversity of habitats including hayfield, wet 
meadow and stream surrounded by patchy woods 
and shrubland. The property 1s actively farmed and 
hay is harvested in July after Bobolinks and other 
birds have completed their nesting cycle. Baltimore 
Checkerspots usually put on a good show here. 
Parking is along Bates Street, where the entrance 
is located. There are no restrooms on-site. People 
should bring beverage/snacks/lunch. There will be 
a lunch break in the barn. People may contact lead- 
er Wendy Howes at warerivernatureclub@yahoo. 
com to indicate interest. Guidelines: https://www. 
naba.org/chapters/nabambc/field-trips.asp. 
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Town clerk announces 
voting information 


NEW BRAINTREE — The New Braintree 
Town Clerk reminds residents that early voting 
by mail applications must be received in the town 
clerk’s office, located in the New Braintree Town 
Hall, 20 Memorial Drive, by Wednesday, Aug. 26. 
In addition, early voting hours will be held on Sat- 
urday, Aug. 22 from to 10 a.m.; Sunday, Aug. 23 
from 8:00 to 10 a.m..; Monday, Aug. 24 7-9 p.m. 
People should remember to wear a mask and fol- 
low all social distancing protocols. They may bring 
their own pencil or black or blue pen. 

If people wish to register to vote or change their 
party affiliation in the state primary, a voter reg- 
istration session will take place Saturday, Aug. 22 
from 2-4 p.m. and 7-8 p.m. Instead, people may 
register online at the mass.gov website. 

People may contact Town Clerk Jessica A. Ben- 
nett with any questions at 508-867-2071, extension 
102 or via email at townclerk@newbraintree.org. 


HCC unveils new academic programs 


HOLYOKE - Cannabis cultiva- 
tion, beer and cider brewing and 
winemaking are just a few of the 
new academic programs being of- 
fered this fall at Holyoke Commu- 
nity College. 

All three were developed as 
one-year, 24-credit certificate pro- 
grams through the college’s Sus- 
tainability Studies department. 


“As the cannabis industry has 
moved into Holyoke and other 
area towns, a number of the own- 
ers of these enterprises are asking 
for trained employees,” said Kate 
Maiolatesi, chair of HCC’s Sus- 
tainability Studies program. “Esti- 
mates for new cannabis jobs in the 
region range as high as 1,500.” 

One new course, Cannabis To- 
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day, provides knowledge of the 
growing part of the industry. Oth- 
er requirements for the certificate 
include classes in agriculture, mar- 
keting and entrepreneurship. 

Maiolatesi said the college also 
developed the brewing and wine- 
making certificates with an eye 
on expanding industries. Another 
new course, Fermentation Science, 
explains the scientific 
processes of fermen- 
tation as it applies to 
both brewing and wine- 
making. 

This fall, HCC is 
also unveiling new cer- 
tificate and associate 
degree programs in a 


Please see HCC, 
page 3 
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Award-winning, family-owned Turley Publications, based in 
Palmer, is seeking an energetic person to join them as editor of two 


The successful candidate will have strong community 
journalism skills and have telling a community's stories in their 
DNA. They must also successfully execute an array of tasks 
including managing a staff writer, copy editing and guiding 
coverage. The editor is also expected to gather news and write 
Stories for the two papers as well as for other companywide 


lf you're a self-starter who enjoys community journalism, who 
in fact might consider it a calling, and who has a vision for growing 
and connecting with our valued readers, we encourage you to 


Qualifications should include: 

e —_ Bachelor's degree or equivalent experience 

e — Willingness to mentor a staff writer and correspondents 

e OQwncamera and photography experience preferred 

e —_ Editing experience and the ability to write clean copy in 
a fast-paced, deadline-driven environment 
Proficiency in Associated Press style 
Management experience and/or experience managing 
content for a print publication 


Please tell us in a cover letter why you would be a good fit for 
our editor's position and send it along with a resume 
and three writing samples to 
Managing Editor Eileen Kennedy at ekennedy@turley.com. 


House and Senate 
approve three-month 


interim budget 


$16.53B spending plan to keep state 
government running until fiscal 2021 
budget passed 


BOSTON — Faced with the continued economic 
uncertainty caused by the 2019 novel coronavirus, the 
House and Senate have approved a $16.53 billion interim 
spending plan that will keep state government running 
through Oct. 31. 

State Rep. Todd Smola (R-Warren), said House Bill 
4905, An Act making certain appropriations for fiscal 
year 2021 before final action on the General Appropri- 
ation Bill, will give legislators additional time to prepare 
a full-year spending plan for fiscal 2021. The bill was en- 
acted in both branches on July 28, and will take effect on 
July 31 once Gov. Charlie Baker signs it. 

House Bill 4905 is the second interim budget to be 
enacted this year, following passage of a $5.25 billion 
spending plan on June 26 to cover state operating ex- 
penses for the month of July. On July 21, Baker filed a 
$5.51 billion interim budget for the month of August, 
but the House and Senate chose to authorize a three- 
month spending plan instead. 

With the state facing a projected fiscal 2021 deficit of 
$6 billion or more, Smola said it is virtually impossible 
for state officials to determine with any degree of cer- 
tainty a realistic spending figure for the fiscal 2021 bud- 
get. He noted that the state income-tax filing deadline 
was extended from April 15 to July 15 to assist residents 
impacted by COVID-19, a delay that has resulted in a 
significant drop in revenues. There are also unanswered 
questions about how much aid may be forthcoming from 
the federal government, which 1s currently working on 
another stimulus package. 

The interim budget contains language requiring line 
items to be funded at not less than the lower of the fis- 
cal 2020 budget or the Governor’s fiscal 2021 operating 
budget recommendations, and requires the Secretary of 
Administration and Finance to disclose any cost savings 
realized in a given line item that would result in a lower 
appropriation. It also authorizes the secretary to reduce 


Please see INTERIM BUDGET, page 13 
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Second Chance vet hospitals continue to innovate 


NORTH BROOKFIELD - 
Second Chance Animal Services 
is rising to the challenges present- 
ed by COVID-19, continuing to 
innovate for the health of Mas- 
sachusetts pets. Last month the 
nonprofit’s three veterinary hospi- 
tals, located in North Brookfield, 
Springfield and Worcester, found 
a way to safely restore lifesaving 
vaccine clinics and put a plan in 
place to cut down on the signifi- 
cant backlog of pets waiting for 
spay/neuter surgery. 

Second Chance had to put their 
popular weekly vaccine clinics on 
hold indefinitely in March to safe- 
guard the health of pet owners and 
staff. In July, they slowly rolled out 
a new format where pet owners 
pre-register and arrive at their re- 
served time slot. “We thought this 
was a temporary fix, but pet own- 
ers loved the new format,” reports 
Second Chance chief operating 
officer Amanda Normandin. “No 
more waiting 1n line, no more fill- 
ing out paperwork while minding 
a pet and so much less stress on 
the pets.” 

The nonprofit’s low-cost spay/ 
neuter program continues to face 
a backlog of pets waiting due to 
an almost three-month suspen- 
sion. The wait for cats is especially 
significant, so in July the North 
Brookfield location began sched- 
uling catch up days, starting with 
a 50 male cat day. Second Chance 
surgeons are specially trained in 
high-volume spay/neuter, but typ- 
ically see a mix of female cats and 
dogs each day resulting in extra 
time spent resetting between cats 
and dogs and male and female. 
Concentrating on a single surgery 
format allows veterinary staff to 
help more pets in one day. 

Second Chance CEO Sheryl 
Blancato says she’s grateful to be 


able to restore these two import- 
ant programs. “As the pandemic 
began to close down Massachu- 
setts, we began to worry about a 
second health crisis. Vaccine clin- 
ics are instrumental in stopping 
the spread of rabies and parvo and 
suspending this program weighed 
heavily on my mind,” Blancato 
said she expects the backlog of 
pets waiting for the spay/neuter 
program to continue throughout 
the remainder of 2020. “There 
are still hundreds of applications 
awaiting scheduling at each of our 
locations. We are doing everything 
we can to get caught up and ask 
for continued patience. 

Pet owners interested in regis- 
tering their pet for an upcoming 
vaccine clinic can visit second- 
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A recent patient returning to their owner after being seen at Second Chance’s North Brookfield 
Community Veterinary Hospital. 


chanceanimals.org or watch the 
Second Chance Animal Services 
Facebook for registration an- 
nouncements. The spay/neuter 
SPOT application, which stands 
for Stop Pet Overpopulation To- 
day, can also be found on the web- 
site. Second Chance is scheduling 
spay and neuter appointments in 
the order they were received, so 
new applicants may not receive a 
call until September or later. The 
vaccine clinics and spay/neuter 
program are available at all Sec- 
ond Chance Community Veteri- 
nary Hospitals with locations in 
North Brookfield, Springfield and 
Worcester. Full-service veterinary 
care is also available by appoint- 
ment and subsidized rates are 
available for qualified households. 
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Smola supports 
extension of 
formal sessions 


BOSTON -— State Rep. Todd M. Smola (R-Warren, 
Ranking Member, Committee on Ways & Means) to- 
day supported an order extending formal legislative 
sessions through the end of the calendar year, but 
expressed concerns about making sure members are 
given sufficient advance notice of scheduled sessions 
and committee polls so they can make more informed 
decisions before casting their votes. 

The order was adopted unanimously by the House 
of Representatives on July 29, just two days before 
the traditional end date of formal sessions. The order, 
which still requires Senate approval, suspends Joint 
Rule 12A, which has been in place since 1995, and 
requires formal legislative sessions to end on July 31 
during even-numbered years. 

Smola said he supported the extension to give the 
House and Senate more time to complete their unfin- 
ished business. Among the matters that are still out- 
standing 1s the development of a Fiscal Year 2021 state 
budget, which has already been significantly delayed 
due to the continued economic uncertainty triggered 
by the COVID-19 global pandemic. 

Smola also said legislators should be properly no- 
tified when a session is scheduled and given enough 
time to review and respond to committee polls, which 
sometimes include bills that are lengthy or technical 
in nature. He cited a House Ways and Means poll 
released the same day the order was adopted giving 
members just 10 minutes to respond to a poll that in- 
cluded four bills, including a 17-page bill on next-gen- 
eration climate policy. 

Prior to the order’s adoption, Smola backed a pair 
of amendments to ensure greater transparency as the 
Legislature continues to meet on a formal basis. One 
amendment would require that any formal session oc- 
curring after July 31 “must be scheduled at least 14 
calendar days prior to such formal session,” while the 
other would require that members be given a mini- 
mum of two hours to respond to a committee poll. 
Both amendments were defeated, on roll call votes of 
33-126 and 51-108, respectively. 


Please see SESSIONS, page 8 





QUABOAG from page 1 


Shepherd, Sarah Tetreault and 
Chairman Andrew Schwenker 
voted against the proposal. 

The district must still negoti- 
ate with the Quaboag Teachers 
Association, which 1s the district’s 
teachers’ union, before imple- 
menting any plans so there may be 
additional changes. 

A hybrid model will consist 
of some in-person instruction in 
school and some remote learning, 
with different groups of students in 
each grade level being in schools at 
different times, according to a toa 
PowerPoint created by School Su- 
perintendent Dr. Brett Kustigian. 

His presentation also spelled 
that having full-time in-school 
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schooling was not feasible be- 
cause there were a growing num- 
ber of parents concerned about 
their children returning under 
such a scenario. He also listed a 
survey taken by staff that showed 
only 11 percent would return if 
full-time in-person learning were 
implemented and he also said it 
is not economically feasible. He 
said going full-time would mean a 
tripling or quadrupling of the dis- 
trict’s transportation costs as well 
as mean hiring additional substi- 
tute teachers, custodians and per- 
sonal protective equipment. 

The PowerPoint can be found 
on the district website at https:// 
drive. google.com/file/d/luvVhT- 
DIED_80Dz56gEN4OgCuSfeTx- 
fid/view. 
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HCC from page 2 


range of other academic ar- 
eas, including behaviorial 
neuroscience (degree), criti- 
cal social thought (degree), 
geoscience (degree), child 
development _ (certificate), 
mental health (certitficate,) 
and veterinary assistant (cer- 
tificate). 

The fall semester at Holy- 
oke Community College be- 
gins Tuesday, Sept. 8. 

HCC also has two sessions 
of accelerated, full-credit, 
late-start classes this fall for 
students looking for more 


flexible academic schedules: 
Late Start I (12-week cours- 
es beginning Sept. 28), and 
Late Start II (7-week courses 
beginning Oct. 28). All fall 
courses conclude by Dec. 16. 

All classes are being of- 
fered this fall in one of three 
formats: Online, Blended 
Remote and Blended Face- 
to-Face. Online courses 
follow a traditional, asyn- 
chronous online model with 
coursework deadlines estab- 
lished by instructors. Blend- 
ed Remote courses have both 
asynchronous online compo- 
nents combined with sched- 
uled class meetings via video 
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conference platforms such 
as Zoom. Blended Face-to- 
Face combines Blended Re- 
mote with some in-person 
instruction on campus. This 
format is limited to culinary 
arts and health science pro- 
grams that require clinical 
assessments: nursing, radio- 
logic technology, veterinary 
technician, and medical as- 
sistant. 

To enroll for fall, people 
may visit hcc.edu/admission, 
call 413-552-2321 or send an 
email to admissions@hcc. 
edu. 
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column 


In My Backyard 


By Ellenor Downer 


Yellow warbler 

I saw either a female or immature yellow 
warbler in the forsythia bush this Sunday. The 
female or immature 1s a duller yellow than the 
male. It either has faint breast streaking or 
none at all. The immature females lack breast 
streaks and are buff olive with less yellow. 
The male is yellow with reddish streaking on 
its breast. 

The yellow warbler is five inches long. 
They eat caterpillars, cankerworms, gypsy 
moths, beetles, aphids and other insects. The 
female lays four to six white eggs with blotch- 
es in a nest of milkweed, stem fibers, grasses, 
down and spider’s silk. The yellow warblers 
song 1s a “sweet sweet sweet I’m so sweet” 
with the last note accented. It also has a mu- 
sical “chip” call. 

Baltimore orioles 

I received an email from a North Brook- 
field resident. She said, “I have had Baltimore 
orioles at my Jelly feeder up until this week. I 
have put out seven quarts of grape Jelly so far. 
But I have not seen an oriole this week can 
you explain where they could be?” 

I also have not seen Baltimore orioles 
coming for orange halves that I put out. The 
catbird, a red-bellied woodpecker and a red 
squirrel also ate the oranges. Baltimore ort- 
oles start their migration south as early as 
July. 

Ruby-throated hummingbirds 

Although Baltimore orioles migrate ear- 
ly, the ruby-throated hummingbirds do not 
start their migration until September. I fill 
my two nectar feeders every other day. I en- 
joy watching the hummingbirds chase each 
other around the feeders and spread their tail 
feathers while they hover. Whenever, I look 
at one of the nectar feeders, I do not have to 
wait long before one or more hummingbirds 
appear. 

Great blue heron 

I was at Lake Winisquam this past Sat- 
urday with my daughter, Lynn and grand- 
daughter, Cora. Cora and I were swimming 
when a great blue heron flew over the water 
and landed on the dock of elderly neighbors. 
It was a beautiful day to be in the water, but 
they do not get outside very much so the dock 
is a quiet place even on a summer Saturday. I 
wondered if they saw it land and watched it as 
Cora and I did. 

Other birds at the lake 

I saw one loon, three cormorants, some 
mallards and seagulls. The seagulls would 
land near boats anchored in the cove across 
the lake. They probably get some tidbits from 
people eating in their boats. 

Northern water snake 

Although it isn’t a bird, I saw northern wa- 
ter snake swimming near the bottom of the 
lake while standing on the dock. Lynn and 
Cora were swimming. Lynn hurried Cora to 
the ladder and they climbed onto the dock. 
The snake went under the dock and surfaced 
on the other side. It was the biggest water 
snake I’ve ever seen. It headed to a shallow 
area with reeds. 

Cora was fascinated by the snake and 


Please see BACKYARD, page 5 


This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Back to school 
Supplies... 





Tender herbs need not disappear 
with the first frost 


Ss we approach Labor Day, my mind 

drifts back to an article I read as a 

teenager, long before I was ever the 
Garden Lady. It talked about extending 
the life of tender herbs, plants 
like rosemary, scented geraniums, 
fruity sages and the like that don’t 
survive a New England winter. Up 
until that point, I would dig these 
plants up before the first hard frost 
and try overwintering them in my 
house. Not an easy feat when liv- 
ing in a well-insulated ranch style 
home. We did OK, even managing 
to keep a rosemary alive for sever- 
al years in a row, but there was a 
better, more space-conscious way 
to save these plants from Jack Frost. Simply 
take a cutting! 

Getting a piece of stem to form roots 1s rel- 
atively easy. Here are a few tips that will guar- 
antee your success. First, make sure that the 
plant you are taking the cuttings from, called 
the “stock plant,” is insect and disease-free 
and well hydrated. Plan to take cuttings in 
the morning before the heat of the day has 
a chance to cause any wilting. A clean, sharp 
pair of scissors or hand pruners is the best 
tool for the job. Cuttings can be taken at any 
time during the growing season, but keep in 
mind that the closer it gets to frost, the more 
difficult it will be to get it to root. Like us, the 
plant 1s preparing for winter so act soon! 

Begin by examining your stock plant. 
Those stems with the closest placed nodes are 
the best choice for cutting material. Nodes 
are the point on the stem from which the 
leaves grow. There is a strong accumulation 
of hormones is in this area; for that reason 
stem cuttings are taken just after a node. Ter- 
minal cuttings from the growth tip, which are 
three to four inches long are desirable. It is 
tempting to take longer pieces, figuring that 
the end result will be a larger plant.These 
are likely to wilt before they root or take a 
very long time to root because the stems are 
woodier the further down you go. Play it safe 
with stout cuttings. 

There are all kinds of potting mediums in 
which to place the cutting while it 1s grows 
roots. Ideally it should be able to hold enough 
moisture to keep the cutting turgid yet not 
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hold so much that it rots the stem. Sand, per- 
lite and soilless potting mixes have all been 
used with success. Water 1s not recommend- 
ed as “watery roots” will have a harder time 
adapting to potting soil later on. 
I have had good luck rooting cut- 
tings in peat-based potting mixes 
that are formulated for seed start- 
ing. Moisten the material well and 
fill your clean container of choice 
up to the top and tamp it down. 

Take only a few cuttings at a 
time so that wilting doesn’t occur 
while you prepare the stems for 
insertion into the growing medi- 
um. Strip off the bottom one-third 
of leaves from the cutting. If you 
wish to shorten the amount of time it takes 
for rooting to occur, a commercial rooting 
hormone can be used. These come 1n powder 
or liquid forms. Follow the directions on the 
container. I have found that “less is more” 
when using these products. 

When you are ready to “stick” the cutting 
make an indentation into the growing medi- 
um with a pencil or dibble first; do not push 
in with the stem! After the cutting is inserted 
firm around it well so that it stays in place. 
Put the container, cuttings and all in a clear 
plastic bag and place in a shady location. 
The humidity within the bag ought to pre- 
vent the stems from wilting. Water well, only 
about once weekly. After a month or so roots 
will begin to form on the scented geraniums; 
rosemary and lavender may take six weeks or 
more. Sweet bay is even slower; 1t should be 
rooted within six months. 

Transplanting into individual pots can be 
done once the roots equal or surpass the size 
of the cutting. With some luck and good 
cultural practices through the winter months 
you will likely have a garden-ready replace- 
ment for your favorite tender herbs come 
springtime. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff horticultural- 
ist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys grow- 
ing food as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com with 
“Gardening Question” in the subject line. 
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Important questions to consider children return to 
elementary, middle and high school classrooms 


SPRINGFIELD — Should children 
be returning to the classroom this fall? 

It’s a national debate. And, as of 
now, 55% of city school districts are go- 
ing remote. 

The big question is how students can 
go back to school safely with COVID-19 
still in communities and rising in many 
parts of the country, including among 
children. 

And, there isn’t much time left to de- 
cide. 

The latest American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) advice says children 
learn best when they are in school. 
However, returning to school in person 
needs careful steps in place to keep stu- 
dents and staff safe. 

Dr. John O’Reilly, chief, General Pe- 
diatrics at Baystate Children’s Hospital, 
and a member of AAP, answers import- 
ant questions about keeping children 
safe in school this fall. 

Q: What questions should parents 
be asking their elementary/high schools 
about safety at the school before return- 
ing to the classroom? 

A: There are many questions to con- 
sider, such as: How will social distancing 
be observed? Will there be handwash- 
ing stations or hand sanitizer available? 
How and when will masks be required? 
How will the use of shared surfaces be 
limited? What about the ventilation sys- 
tem? 

The Harvard School of Public 
Health has put together a great site with 
15 additional questions and associated 
answers to consider at: 

https://schools.forhealth.org/ 
risk-reduction-strategies-for-reopen- 
ing-schools/faqs/ 

Q: What are the biggest risks to those 
returning to school, including students, 
parents and teachers? 

A: The biggest risk is getting COVID 
19, especially for someone with under- 
lying medical conditions such as cancer, 
Type II diabetes, and asthma. The CDC 
offers a full list of those conditions at: 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavi- 
rus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/ 
people-with-medical-conditions.htm- 
PCDC_AA_refVal=https/%3A%2F%2F- 
www.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavi- 
rus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-ex- 
tra-precautions’%2F groups-at-high- 
er-risk. html. 

If a child, parent/caretaker, teacher 
or school staff has one of those con- 
ditions, then they should talk to their 
medical provider about their medical 
condition and discuss their individual 
risk for COVID-19. For the most part, 
pediatric illness is mild, but parents 
should discuss their concerns with their 
pediatrician. 

Q: What extra items should parents 
consider sending their children off to 
school with in their backpacks? 

A: All of the necessary COVID pro- 
tection gear: extra masks, hand sanitiz- 
er, and disinfectant wipes. I don’t think 
schools will be able to provide every 
child personal supplies. 


BACKYARD from page 4 


climbed onto her mother’s paddleboard 
in hopes of getting a better view. Lynn 
got her off the paddleboard and onto 
shore. Cora, unlike her mother and 
grandmother, likes snakes. 
Scarlet tanager 
My son-in-law, Brian, saw a scarlet 


Q: What would you advise a parent of 
a child with other chronic health condi- 
tions to do? 

A: It depends on a number of fac- 
tors. How severe is the child’s illness, 
and how sick would that child get if 
they were to contract COVID? What 
is the community prevalence? If <5% 
there is less risk. If community spread 
is >5% they should do online schooling. 
What services/benefits does the child get 
in school, and how can the parent re- 
place those benefits if the child does not 
go to school? Some of our patients with 
severe disabilities get many of their vital 
services, such as occupational, physical 
and speech therapy, as well as general 
nursing at school. We need to balance 
the benefit of those services with the 
risk for COVID in their specific school 
setting. My biggest advice is for parents 
to talk to their pediatrician and their 
school administrators to find the safest 
way to get their child in school, and if 
that is not possible, then how to ensure 
we maximize their online learning. 

Q: Should parents drive their children 
to school instead of taking the bus? 

A: If possible, yes. 

Q: Should students play sports, can 
they safely? 

A: I don’t think we currently have the 
safety protocols in place that will allow 
for school sports. If we cannot do it for 
the Florida Marlins with their million 
dollar budgets, I don’t think we can do 
it on a limited budget for schools. 

Q: Other than social distancing, hand 
washing, masks, etc., what do you think 
are some of the most important things a 
parent can do to protect their child? 

A: Vaccination to prevent other ill- 
nesses is the most important thing be- 
yond the basics that parents can do to 
protect their children. We do not know 
what the “double whammy” impact of 
a child getting both the flu and COVID 
simultaneously or back-to-back will be, 
and we don’t want to find out. I believe 
school systems have to add on the next 
layers of protection to keep our kids 
safe. Strategies such as: 

¢ Staggering start/end times and 
class change times during the school 
day (lunch, recess, etc.), so there are not 
large numbers of students congregating 
in any one spot at any one time. 

¢ Cohort students into small groups. 
This prevents the spread to large num- 
bers of students when one student gets 
sick and allows for faster testing and 
contact tracing in that cohort when 
there 1s an exposure. 

¢ Work on healthy school buildings/ 
air quality and more: https://www. 
scribd.com/document/470264461/ 
Harvard-Healthy-Buildings-Pro- 
gram-Schools-for-Health-Reopening- 
Covid19-June2020 

Q: What about sharing bathrooms at 
school? 

A: Schools will have to adjust their 
cleaning regimens to meet the COVID 
requirements. It is important for parents 
to teach their kids about the personal 


tanager in his yard. He went inside his 
house to look it up. It was a first sight- 
ing for him. 

People may report a bird sighting or 
bird related experience by calling me at 
413-967-3505, leaving a message at ex- 
tension 100 or emailing mybackyard88@ 
aol.com or edowner@turley.com. 
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hygiene regimen that will help them be 
safe in any public restroom, whether 
that is a school or a restaurant, includ- 
ing handwashing. 

Q: What about mask wearing for chil- 
dren? 

A: Mask wearing 1s a critical part of 
illness prevention and should be man- 
datory in schools for students in sec- 
ond grade and above per the American 
Academy of Pediatrics. Parents should 
be modeling mask wearing, teaching the 
importance of mask wearing, and prac- 
ticing mask wearing at home, so kids are 
ready to do it in a school setting. The 
younger the child can wear a mask , 
then the better for the student and the 
school teachers and staff. 

Q: What about those kids who can’t 
wear a mask for health reasons? 

A: The number of those kids will be 
very low, but if they can’t, it becomes 
a health risk for classmates and school 
teachers and staff. In those rare circum- 
stances (kids with traches, neuromus- 
cular disease, etc.) the school should 
provide PPE for the school staff inter- 
acting with those students. The ratio- 
nale for that comes from the science of 
masks. If a single-layer cloth mask re- 
duces spread 60%, a double-layer mask 
(well-constructed and worn appropri- 
ately, of course) may increase that to 
~80%. When 2 people with double-lay- 
ered masks interact at an appropriate 
distance, that may increase to ~90%. 
If only one person in the interaction 1s 
wearing a mask, you are back to using a 
surgical mask or an N-95 mask, which 
will filter out ~95% of viral particles. 
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32. Patti Hearst’s 
captors 

33. Have already done 

35. Touch lightly 

36. Autonomic nervous 
system 

39. Plant part 

41. College degree 

42. Military alliance 

44. Tokyo’s former 
name 

46. Carpenter’s tool 

47. Before 

49. Consent to receive 

52. Passages 

56. The Duke of 
Edinburgh 

58. Utter repeatedly 

60. Linked together in 
a chain 

62. Quality that evokes 
pity 

63. Maintained 
possession of 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Popular musical 
awards show 

5. Speech in one’s 
honor 

11.A state of poor 
nutrition 

14. Not ingested 

15. More lacking in 
taste 

18. “Popeye” 
cartoonist 

19. Helps to reduce 
speed 

21. January 1 greeting 
(abbr.) 

23. Georgian currency 

24. Proverb expressing 
a truth 

28. Jewish calendar 
month 

29. Volume 
measurement 

30. Fair-skinned 
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Q: Emotionally, do you think children 
will find what they know about the pan- 
demic to be frightening and how can par- 
ents reassure their children? 

A: I think everyone has a degree of 
fear and stress around COVID. Some- 
times kids pick up on a parent’s stress 
and fears and that makes the child’s anx- 
iety worse. I think we can use a younger 
kid’s imagination to make masks a part 
of their superhero costume to fight the 
virus, and empower them in mask use 
by letting them decorate their masks, or 
have multiple masks to match multiple 
outfits and have the child choose their 
“mask of the day.” For older students, 
parents can frame it as a way to protect 
classmates, their family and relatives 
with other medical conditions putting 
them at risk for COVID-19. 

O’Reilly added that a recent South 
Korean study offered data that might 
prove helpful in the difficult decisions 
that parents and school officials are cur- 
rently faced with. 

The large study results showed that 
children younger than 10 transmit the 
coronavirus to others much less often 
than adults do, but the risk is not zero. 
Also, youngsters age 10-19 can spread 
the virus as easily as adults do and risk 
bringing it home to parents and at-risk 
grandparents who may be living with 
them. 

For more information on Baystate 
Children’s Hospital, visit baystate- 
health.org/bch. 
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34. Scottish river 

36. Elsa’s sister 

37. Civil Rights group 

38. Line of poetry 

40. Doctor 

43. Fatty acid 

45. Avatar (abbr.) 

48. Awe-inspiring 
garden 

50. Fall down 

51. Rock icon Turner 

53. Asian country (alt. 
Sp.) 

54. UK museum 
network 

55. Stairs have at 
least one 

57. Part of (abbr.) 

58. Simpson trial 
judge 


CLUES DOWN 

1. U.S. military 
school 

2. Controls 

3. Away from wind 

4. Grab quickly 

5. Being everlasting 

6. Vase 

7. Atomic #3 

8. Type of medication 

9. Encircle with a belt 

10. Belonging to you 

12. American state 

13. City in Zambia 

16. Good Gosh! 

17. Of the country 

20. Helsinki district 

22. 36 inches 

25. Reporters’ group 

26. The voice of Olaf 

27. Explains in detail 59. Sun up in New 

29. Tooth caregiver York 

31. One point south of 61. Exclamation of 
due east surprise 
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Lucas Anderson 
New Braintree 











Sophie Kiley 
North Brookfield 


GRADUATION from page 1 


Principal Devine said over the 
course of the past six months, 
the world has been turned up- 
side down. The class missed the 
senior prom and senior banquet. 
He said, “Everything came to a 
grinding halt on March 13 and 
he never though it would still be 
like this on Aug. 7. Devine said 
he learned a great deal from this 
class and congratulated them 
and their families. 

Valedictorian Emmeline Rien- 
deau said she was surprised that 
the rainbow colors at Province- 
town Town Hall were replaced 
by red, white and blue. She men- 
tioned to her father her lack of 
patriotism. She said for every 
barrier to education, have teach- 
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Rebecca Chilton 


New Braintree 


New Braintree 


ers dedicated to education. She 
encouraged her classmates to 
“listen to each other.” 

Salutatorian Robert “Max’ 
Leroux said 13 years have gone 
by in no time at all including the 
late nights, early mornings and 
rushing to finish work. He said 
graduation was as much a part 
of the past as part of the future. 
He learned that success was not 
one size fits all. He said, “It was 
important to define what success 
means to us.” 

Supt. Dr. Sheila Muir said 
the Class of 2020 reached an 
important education milestone. 
She said she would avoid talking 
about COVID-19, as she knew 
the class wanted a typical grad- 
uation. She said, “[They] were 
here to celebrate you.” She said, 
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Connor Dowgielewicz 
New Braintree 


Austin Mongeon 
North Brookfield 


“Make choices that will lead you 
to a life that’s is consequential 
and to evaluate your core val- 
ues and what you will not com- 
promise.” The superintendent 
then certified that the members 
of the Class of 2020 met all the 
requirements set forth by the 
Quabbin Regional School Dis- 
trict (QRSD) Committee and 
the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts. 

QRSD Committee chairman 
“Lee” Wolanin quoted from 
Roy Disney of Walt Disney Co. 
Roy E. Disney said, “When your 
values are clear to you, making 
decisions becomes easier.” He 
told the Class of 2020, “You 
were dealt a bad hand.” He said 
to look at the chips in front of 
them: life experiences, family, 





Fay Olivia 


New Braintree 





Emily Rio 
East Brookfield 


friends, etc. He said an import- 
ant chip was the life long learner 
chip. He said he was proud to 
have his signature on their diplo- 
mas and concluded with “live 
long and prosper.” 
Superintendent Muir and 
school committee chairman 
Wolanin donned gloves for the 
handing out of diplomas. Wola- 
nin said he would place the di- 
ploma on the table for the grad- 
uate to take it. The graduates 
would then have a picture taken 
and go back to his or her seat. 
During the handing out of di- 
plomas, school committee mem- 
ber Debra Chamberlain handed 
the diploma to her son, Tyler 
Chamberlain. School committee 
member, David Marsh, handed 
the diploma to his daughter, Ab- 





Samuel Gagnon 
New Braintree 





Thomas Wisnewski 
North Brookfield 


igail Marsh. 

Following the passing out 
of diplomas, senior class vice 
president Ryan Patterson led 
his classmates in the moving of 
tassels. 

The newest alumni of Quab- 
bin Regional High School 
marched single file along the 
side of the field keeping proper 
distancing to “Captain America 
March” by Alan Silvestri and ar- 
ranged by Michael Brown. Peter 
Lewis and Toni Brown provided 
taped music for the recessional. 
At the beginning of the ceremo- 
ny, they provided a taped version 
of “Pomp and Circumstance” 
by Edward Elgar. The Class of 
2020 instead of processing stood 
up from their seats while the se- 
lection played. 


BUDGET from page 1 


of notification of the new 
budget assessments. 
Superintendent report 
Superintendent of 


Schools Dr. Sheila Muir 
said the district was till 
reaching out to families 
that have not responded 
to survey on type of in- 


struction they preferred: 
full remote, hybrid or in 
person. She said she also 
was meeting with select 
boards in the district. She 
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met with the New Brain- 
tree select board Monday 
and said they were not 
happy with the decision 
to move kindergarten and 
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grade one out of New 
Braintree to Oakham. 
She will be meeting with 
Barre and Hubbardston 
next. 

Dr. Muir said she and 
her staff were putting the 
finishing touches of the 
district’s school opening 
plan to submit to the De- 
partment of Elementary 
and Secondary Educa- 
tion (DESE) tomorrow. 
Superintendent evaluation 

Mark Brophy of the 
superintendent —evalua- 
tion committee said the 
school committee gave 
Supt. Dr. Muir proficient 
scores and one exemplary 
score. The committee ap- 
proved the administrative 
review of the superin- 
tendent. Brophy said the 
results would be posted 
on the school website at 
www.qrsd.org. 

Director of 
administrative services 

Cheryl Duval, director 
of administrative services, 
said her department was 


working with a new audit 
team this year, although it 
was the same accounting 
firm. She said the audit 
team would present an 
exit conference at the Oc- 
tober school committee 
meeting. 

Food service update 

Duval said the school 
district distributed 15,500 
meals in July at the Hard- 
wick Elementary School 
and the Quabbin Region- 
al Middle High School. 
They were also partici- 
pating in the farmers to 
friends program. 

Other business 

Evan Barringer of the 
Teacher Advisory Coun- 
cil said a lot of teachers 
were excited about re- 
turning to the classroom, 
but others were anxious 
about coming back to 
school. 

The committee also 
voted to accept under 
policy and review a mo- 
tion to accept the wearing 
of face masks in school. 





The base and the floor of the shed start to come together. 


EAGLES from page 1 


result but the process,” said Dan Flynn, Scoutmas- 
ter of Troop 281. “Dan did a very complete effort of 
planning, meeting to present and approve, organizing, 
guiding, implementing and then reviewing the result. 
This project was a classic Eagle Scout project and it 
showed in his personal determination, efforts and the 
result.” 

Mazzarese’s initial step was to meet with Tim 
O’Brien, the director of Lucy Stone Park, and present 
his idea. His shed model was actually a wood shed 
located at his family’s farm in West Brookfield. “One 
of the most challenging things about this project was 
simply trying to figure out everything that I needed,” 
he said. “Not only in materials but even down to the 
things like where are my volunteers going to use the 
restroom. All the small details become so very import- 
ant which I came to learn very quickly.” 

Over next several weeks, volunteers met at the park, 
first preparing groundwork for the shed location, then 
carefully constructing the shed, building the founda- 
tion, then walls, roof, ramp and finishing groundwork. 
Mazzarese and his team of volunteers accumulated 
over 200 hours of volunteer time towards the project. 

“One of the things I enjoyed the most was just see- 
ing the progress made during all the work days. I per- 
sonally think that its really cool when you can look at 
something and say, ‘I helped make that.’ We needed 
to keep in mind social distancing and masks during 
this process which was a challenge at some points,” 
said Mazzarese. 

“The benefit of the Eagle Project (construction of a 
tool storage shed) to the Lucy Stone Park restoration 
effort is that 1t provides greatly needed storage capac- 
ity for garden tools that are in regular use by our vol- 
unteer restoration team in the ongoing maintenance 
of the park,” said Tim O’Brien, who oversees Lucy 
Stone Park. “This translates to easier maintenance, 
presentation and enjoyment of the park resources by 
the local community. The New England-style design 
of the storage shed perfectly fits the parkland setting. 

“This project would not have been possible if it 
weren't for a two people, the first one would be my 
stepdad, Ken Elowe, who helped enormously in not 
only the design, but also in executing the project to 
its best potential. The second one would be my proj- 
ect coach, Tim O’Brien, who runs the park and also 
helped me get the funding for the project from the 
town of Warren”. 

“Dan’s project was quite a bright spot in these 
challenging times” stated Flynn. “It was quite reward- 
ing to Dan when many people who are able to enjoy 
the park have stopped to comment on the project and 
finds out that a young man like Dan, giving back to 
his community, made this happen. Another great ex- 
ample of what it means to be an Eagle Scout.” 


Mazzarese family’s farm in West Brookfield to find a model to follow. 


The base and floor are in and the structure begins to take shape. 


— USDAINSP STORE MADE ITALIAN MARINATED 


USDA INSP FROZEN 












TURLEY PUBLICATIONS PHOTOS BY DAN FLYNN 
Boy Scout Dan Mazzarese, left, and Tim O’Brien, look at a shed at the 
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The rafters go up with help from Boy Scout 
Dan Mazzarese’s stepdad, Ken Elowe. 
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CHICKEN BREAST .28,,. ° 1 2° 


USDA INSP. FRESH 10 LB BAG 
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TURKEY BREAST.......-.-..-.. $3? 


FREE Ib OF HALF 
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SIRLOIN STEAKS 
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SALE DATES: 
8/20/20 - 8/26/20 BUY DIRECT FOR === SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION « SERVICE 


7LB. S (4) inofi 
| $949 3 Springfield 
BABY BACK PORK RIBS.........° w lb wi ID HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 413-737-1288 
USDA INSP STORE MADE KOREAN BBQ MARINATED $929 | Thurs. 8-6 © Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 www.90meat.com 


We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 


BONELESS PORK BUTT STRIPS 
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Our Premium Pricing Specials! 
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Memory Care 


ar 


t Liv 


ndepende ing * Assisted Living ° 


From our genuinely warm and friendly culture, 
to the outstanding services we offer, you will find that living at 
Cedarbrook Village is the next best thing to being at home. 


Cedarbrook za Village 


AN EVERBROOK SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 


73 South Street Ware, MA 01082 


For more information or to 
schedule your personal tour, 


Please call Beth 
413-207-1338 


Fully Refundable Deposits! 


Locally owned and operated 


www.EverbrookSeniorLiving.com 
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House and Senate agree to bill expanding 
Student access to school breakfast 


BOSTON —The House and Senate 
have approved legislation providing 
expanded school breakfast options to 
Massachusetts students in low-income 
communities. 

State Rep. Todd Smola, R-Warren 
said House Bill 4218, An Act regard- 
ing breakfast after the bell, will help 
students be better prepared for learn- 
ing by providing them with a nutritious 
breakfast at school. The bill was enact- 
ed in both legislative branches on July 
28, and is now on Gov. Charlie Baker’s 
desk awaiting his signature. 

According to the Ending Hunger in 
Our Classrooms 2019 Annual Report, 
Massachusetts ranks 33rd out of 50 
states in the percentage of low-income 
children who eat a school breakfast ev- 
ery day. The report estimates that near- 


ly 159,000 low-income students in the 
Commonwealth do not have access to a 
nutritious morning meal at school each 
day. 

To address this problem, House Bill 
4218 requires public schools to provide 
a school breakfast after the beginning 
of the instructional day if at least 60% 
of the students are eligible for free or 
reduced-price meals under the feder- 
al National School Lunch Program. 
The bill gives schools the flexibility to 
choose which breakfast service model 
best suits its students, including break- 
fast in the classroom, grab and go 
breakfast served from mobile carts or 
kiosks located in the school, or a sec- 
ond chance breakfast offered during 
breaks between classes. 

House Bill 4218directs the Depart- 


Tree Worx Uniimited 





in the Quaboag Hills Area = 


DO NOT allow 


teens & their friends 
to drink at home. 


TreeWorxUnlimited@gmail.com 
TreeWorxUnlimited.com 
Call/Text/Email today for your free estimate 


413.262.1190 







Eight basic tips to help you 
get the conversation started: 
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Safer Teen Driving in the Quaboag Hills 
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@ 


ment of Elementary and Secondary 
Education to develop guidelines and 
regulations to assist schools with imple- 
menting breakfast after the bell. DESE 
must also conduct an initial assessment 
of all schools required to offer break- 
fast after the bell by Dec. 31, 2021, with 
the goal of implementing the program 
at the start of the 2022-2023 academic 
year. 

A school can obtain a one-year 
waiver from the breakfast after the 
bell requirement if it already has a 
breakfast participation rate of 80% or 
higher, or if the school demonstrates 
an extreme hardship related to imple- 
mentation. For additional information 
please contact Smola at Todd.Smola@ 
mahouse.gov or 617-722-2100. 


SESSIONS from page 3 


Smola said he was disappointed 
the amendments were not adopted. 
He said the requests were “not un- 
reasonable” and would have helped 
members better prepare for session, 
but also reiterated his commitment 
to continue advocating for the resi- 
dents of the First Hampden District 
as the House moves forward with ad- 
ditional formal sessions in the coming 
months. For additional information 
please contact Smola at Todd.Smo- 
la@mahouse.gov or 617-722-2100. 





senate passes bill 
to increase higher 
education for people 
with disabilities 


BOSTON — The Massachusetts State 
Senate recently passed legislation, which 
removes existing barriers for students 
with intellectual disabilities, autism 
spectrum disorders or other develop- 
mental disabilities so they can attend 
public institutions of higher education. 

Under An Act Creating Higher Edu- 
cation Opportunities for Students with 
Intellectual and Developmental Dis- 
abilities, students would not be required 
to pass the MCAS, have a high school 
diploma, meet minimum requirements 
for academic courses or take college en- 
trance exams 1n order to access inclusive 
academic, social and career develop- 
ment opportunities on college campuses 
with their peers. In addition, the bill also 
makes clear that strengthening access 
to higher education for students with 
disabilities is a goal of the Common- 
wealth’s higher education system. 

Furthermore, the bill also ensures 
that colleges are not required to bear any 
additional costs of providing individual 
supports and services for students with 
severe intellectual disabilities, severe au- 
tism spectrum disorders or other severe 
developmental disabilities who attend the 
college through the MACE initiative. 

Finally, the bill delays the implemen- 
tation of the requirements placed on the 
school districts and higher education 1n- 
stitutions within the bill until the 2021- 
2022 school year. The bill now heads to 
the Massachusetts House of Representa- 
tives. 


Teens whose parents talk to them often about 
substance use are less likely to use drugs or 
drink alcohol. Please remember, there is help! 
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WATER SHERMAN OIL Park Saw shop 
FILTRATION LOGGING - ARBORIST - SAFETY 
174-200-0225 Ensuring Comfort and Service Since 1962 | Shipping Can Be Arranged - Rentals Available 
WE'RE LOCAL! FUEL ° SERVICE 24/7 413-544-9027 - 1-800-232-6132 
¢ NEW INSTALLATIONS ¢ SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE INSTALLATION ¢ AIR CONDITIONING 1292 Park Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


e SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT e WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE 
James Morse - Cell: 774-200-0225 
email: jmorse6207 @yahoo.com 


Mon.-Fri. 6am-5pm + Sat. 7am-Noon 


508.867.7447 ¢ ShermanOil.com STIHL: Husqvarna <— 























www.moultoninsurance.com 


M OULTON Insurance Agency 
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Very Competitive Rates ¢ Experienced Professional Staff Professional Workmanship 
99% Customer Satisfaction Rate ¢ On-site Registry Processing Interior & Exterior ¢ Residential & Commercial 
PAPER HANGING © DRYWALL SERVICE 
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Solar From Higgins Is Profitable! Renewable! Clean! 
Let Our Solar Experts Take You From Saving To Earning! 


SWIMMING POOLS 


108 Main St. (Rt. 32) 
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Ground Mount South Barre 
or Roof Systems ce 508-882-3913 
Phmbing and Heating, tn. heeive HIGGINS ENERGY  £% 
Energy ALTERNATIVES 49 Years! Vacation "IN YOUR BACKYARD 


FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING & HEATING NEEDS 
SIZEABLE REBATES MAY BE AVAILABLE TO YOU 
CALL US TO DISCUSS HEATING EQUIPMENT UPGRADES 


www.becplumbing.com 


Warren, MA 413-436-0076 Ware, MA 413-967-0076 
10 HOME, YARD, GARAGE 


ESTABLISHED WECK FAR;,, © 5 
oo) 'co-op “Rs. 


Rt. 32, 444 Lower Road, Gilbertville, MA 01031 


Experts!) | 140 Worcester Road, Barre, MA 
978-355-6343 


Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.; Thurs. 9:00 a.m. - 7:30 p.m.; Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
FAMILY OWNED, SELLING QUALITY PRODUCTS FOR 40 YEARS 


www.higginsenergy.com 


Two Types of In-Ground/Above Ground Pools 
In-Ground Liner Replacements ¢ Heaters 
Service ¢ Chemicals & Supplies « Water Testing 
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New guidance from state would allow fall sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — With new guid- 
ance out from the state and sev- 
eral of its agencies, it appears 
there will be an avenue to play 
high school sports this fall, 
though a number of them may 
not be in the form people will be 
used to. 

And “people” may not be al- 
lowed to watch them. 

Last week, more guidance 
was issued involving the return 
to school for students, with 
Gov. Charlie Baker putting out 
a new map that uses a traffic 
signal system to deem certain 
communities at low, moderate, 
or higher risk for coronavirus 
positive test rates. 





Baker further recommended 
that the majority of commu- 
nities, which are in either the 
green or alternate white catego- 
ry with almost no positive tests 
in the past two weeks, should 
return to school full time. 

Only two Western Mass. 
communities were labeled as 
“high-risk” in Granby and 
Holyoke. It is not known if 
Baker and state health officials 
or the Massachusetts Interscho- 
lastic Athletic Association will 
use the map to exclude school 
districts in high-risk communi- 
ties from being able to play. 

Meanwhile, the MIAA%s 
COVID-19 Task Force, the 
Sports Medicine Committee, 
and other agencies are working 
with the state to make modifica- 


tions to certain sports in order 
to be able to have contests this 
fall. 

Among the sports that are 
likely to be played are field 
hockey, cross country, golf, and 
girls volleyball. 

The sports will have to be 
played with various social dis- 
tancing and mask requirements, 
such as for coaches, officials, 
and players on the bench. There 
will also be contact restrictions 
and other modifications these 
sports will have to adopt in or- 
der to have contests. The exact 
modifications will be deter- 
mined in the next few weeks. 

One thing that will not hap- 
pen is the return of sports be- 
fore students return to school, 
in whatever form that is. 


The MIAA will vote on a rec- 
ommendation from the Sports 
Medicine Committee not to 
start practices until school has 
started. 

“We determined that it did 
not really make sense to have 
extracurricular activities before 
getting the kids back in school,” 
said one committee member. 

As of now, Sept. 16 is a date 
that has been floated around for 
a start to practices. This could 
still put the start of contests 
around Oct. 1. Teams would 
likely play a modified season 
with fewer games, something 
that was going to be attempted 
with spring sports before the 
governor shut down schools for 
the remainder of the 2019-2020 
school year. 





One sport that may not be 
played, however, is football. 

Because of the amount of 
close contact, many modifica- 
tions to the game have been rec- 
ommended, including no tack- 
ling or otherwise any contact. 
It is essentially being suggested 
that Massachusetts schools play 
touch-only football this fall. 

The MIAA 1s considering 
a number of possibilities, in- 
cluding deferring the season 
to a point in the year where it 
could be played with fewer re- 
strictions. 

All of the committees will 
be meeting in the near future 
to discuss the most recent guid- 
ance from the state. 


Baseball action 


Photos by Gregory A. Scibelli 


The Western Mass. Wood Bat League, an age 25-and-over 
league that typically plays from April through August fol- 
lowed by fall league in September and October, was able to 
start playing in early July and has remained in action since 
the beginning of Phase 3. Last Sunday morning, the Sultans 
and Wildcats played a close game at Whitney Park in Ludlow, 
with the Wildcats prevailing 4-3. Players in the league come 
from all over the Western Mass. region. 
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With the change, soccer Baker's re-opening plan start- 


could be played this fall 
with modifications 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — At the begin- 
ning of the summer, soccer, 
basketball, football, and la- 
crosse were deemed “high-risk” 
sports. 

These determinations were 
made at the beginning of July, 
when Phase 3 of Gov. Charlie 


ed. 

The designation banned 
any type of contests from be- 
ing played, an only allowed for 
non-contact, socially distant 
workouts. 

Now, soccer has been qui- 
etly moved to the “moderate 
risk” category, paving the way 
for games in one of the most 
popular sports in the region to 
be played. 

Last year, Western Massa- 
chusetts was well-represented in 
the state finals, with Westfield, 
South Hadley, Belchertown all 


being represented. South Had- 
ley girls, and Belchertown boys 
soccer both were state champi- 
ons and were looking forward 
to defending those titles this fall 
before the pandemic stopped 
sports from being played. 
Because of the original 
Phase 3 determinations, the 
Pioneer Valley Summer Soc- 
cer League was unable to play 
games, eliminating any chance 
for area high schoolers to pre- 
pare for the fall season. How- 
ever, if the MIAA makes a de- 
termination for what sports will 
play and when, it could open 


the door for captains practices 
to take place provided the play- 
ers follow the rules. 

This fall was supposed to be 
the final Western Mass. tourna- 
ment sponsored by the MIAA 
before the system goes to a 
statewide tournament. 

A proposal for a Western 
Mass. tournament sponsored 
by the PVIAC has been placed 
on the back burner until the 
pandemic is over. 

The state was scheduled 
to make public some of the 
guidance for return to play for 
soccer this week. The MIAA’s 


soccer moved to ‘moderate risk’ category 


COVID-19 Task Force, Tour- 
nament Management Com- 
mittee, and Sports Medicine 
Committees will all make rec- 
ommendations to the MIAA 
Board of Directors on the best 
way to proceed for soccer once 
all the guidance has been issued 
and has an opportunity to be 
evaluated for feasibility. 

With the current timeline 
in place, it is likely the soccer 
season, typically 16-18 games 
in Western Massachusetts, will 
be reduced to 10-12 games and 
could be limited to certain geo- 
graphic areas to limit travel. 





WINCHESTER, N.H. — 
Sam Rameau used a pass of Ron 
Silk in the second half of Sat- 
urday’s Tri Track Open Modi- 
fied Series race at Monadnock 
Speedway to seal the deal. 

The Westminster, Massa- 
chusetts, native earned his first 
career Tri Track win in thrilling 
fashion, holding off some of the 
country’s best Modified talent 
over the final stretch of the third 
race of the season. 

Rameau pocketed a $6,000 
check with the victory as part of 
a lucrative purse that was over 
$40,000. It was the second stop 
of the season at the Winchester, 
New Hampshire, oval for Tri 
Track. 

“We put a lot of work into 
this,’ Rameau said. “A lot of 
people don’t know that its my 
full-time job to prepare these 
race cars. I put my heart and soul 
into this. The emotions are high.” 

The final corner was nearly 
a repeat of the July 5 Tn Track 
race at Monadnock. While Ra- 
meau took the top spot from Silk 
on lap 72, and looked to be driv- 
ing off to victory, a caution flag 
with just four laps to go doubled 
the field back up. Rameau spun 
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Rameau picks up ‘big Tr Track win 


his tires on the restart, but got 

away, before another quick cau- 

tion stopped the action. 
Although Rameau hit the fi- 
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RESULTS: Tri Track Open 
Modified Series; Monadnock 
Speedway; August 15, 2020: 


nal restart perfectly, he couldn’t 
quite get away from Ronnie Wil- 
liams. 

Williams, the two-time and 
defending SK Modified cham- 
pion at Stafford Motor Speed- 
way, drove deep into turn three, 
slammed the back of the No. 
06 Central Mass Tree machine 
of Rameau, and lost control. 
Williams would spin as the car 
dropped fluid, while the rest of 
the field rushed to find a way 
around. Some made it, some 
didn’t. 

Monadnock Speedway NHS- 
TRA Modified regular Brian 
Robie escaped the final corner 
carnage to finish second, while 
Matt Hirschman, a winner at 
Star Speedway on July 25, fin- 
ished third. Woody Pitkat drove 
the Stan Mertz prepared No. 6 
to a fourth-place finish, with 
Anthony Nocella finishing the 
top-five. Matthew Kimball was 
sixth, followed by Craig Lutz, 
Ron Silk, Carl Medeiros Jr. and 
Austin Kochenash. 


Thirty-one cars attempted 


A 
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Brian Robie placed second in the Tri Track race aa weekend at 
Monadnock Speedway. Submitted photo 


to qualify for the Monadnock 
100, with 26 of them taking the 
green flag in the feature. Austin 
Kochenash, Brian Robie, Matt 
Hirschman and Kirk Alexander 
picked up an extra $300 each 
for winning heat races part of 
the Pepsi Challenge. Woody Pit- 
kat would collect the Hard Char- 
ger award courtesy of Green 
Construction, a $500 bonus. 

The Tri Track Open Modi- 
fied Series returns to the track on 


Saturday, October 24, with the 
series debut at Stafford Motor 
Speedway in Connecticut. The 
announcement of the Stafford 
event was made on Saturday in 
the drivers meeting. The Stafford 
Springs Modified Classic will 
round out the 2020 slate for Tri 
Track. 

For more information on the 
Tri Track Open Modified Series, 
visit tritrackmodifieds.com and 
follow the series on social me- 


1. Sam Rameau 

2. Brian Robie 

3. Matt Hirschman 
4. Woody Pitkat 

5. Anthony Nocella 
6. Matt Kimball 

7. Craig Lutz 

8. Ron Silk 

9. Carl Medeiros Jr. 
10. Austin Kochenash 
11. Les Hinckley 
12. Matt Swanson 
13. Tommy Barrett 
14. Ronnie Williams 
15. Richard Savary 
16. Kirk Alexander 
17. Dave Sapienza 
18. Cameron Sontag 
19. TJ Bleau 

20. Derek Robbie 
21. Calvin Carroll 
22. Ben Byrne 

23. Ryan Doucette 
24. Chase Dowling 
25. Chris Pasteryak 
26. Anthony Sesely 
27. Kurt Vigeant 


Baseball clinics to take place in August 


Owl Tournament raises funds 


for WSU sports 


WESTFIELD — The 14th Annual 
Owl Club Golf Tournament brought to- 
gether Westfield State athletics alumni, 
parents, coaches and sponsors for a day 
of fundraising and fun at the Ranch Golf 
Club on Monday, Aug. 3. 

Westfield Bank served as the lead 
sponsor of the event, joined by Whalley 
Computer Associates, Barnes and Noble 
College Bookstores, and Real Dry Wa- 
terproofing. 

A group that included football alum- 
ni Wayne McGillicuddy, Eric Washburn, 
Dan Letteriello and friend Corey Nevins 
won the tournament with a 13-under par 
59. The group eagled the first hole after 
McGillicuddy hit an approach shot two 
inches from the cup, and never looked 
back en route to the standout round of 
the day. 

Women’s lacrosse coach Jeff Pechu- 
lis’ group took second with a score of 
60, partnering with Peter Clark, and 
lacrosse parents Paul Barrett and Sean 
Gearin. They won a match of cards with 
a group featuring alumni Jack Mosko, 
Matt Barry and Richard Joseph. 

Current Owls’ baseball player Sean 
Moorhouse topped the men’s long drive 
competition on 16, and Katie Sylvain 
won the women’s long drive. Don 
Cretella and Jack Sheerin won the clos- 
est to the pin contests. 

A total of 22 groups and 88 players 
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registered for the event, which was held 
in a slightly different format in order 
to make concessions to the COVID-19 
Pandemic. 

“We moved to a tee-time format to 
avoid a big crowd at registration, so 
that the players streamed through in 1’s 
and 2’s, and many of the players took 
advantage of our online registration, 
which helped to limit contact and cash 
handling at the event itself,’ said Dave 
Caspole, Associate Director of Athlet- 
ics. “Each player had an individual cart, 
all the staff and players wore masks at 
registration, and we served lunch on the 
course so that we could avoid having a 
crowd in any one area. The staff at the 
Ranch did a great job in helping us set 
up safe protocols that still let our players 
come out and enjoy a great day on the 
course.” 

“It was great to have a chance to see 
so many alumni and friends come out to 
support Owls’ athletics,’ said Caspole. 
“We will total about $14,000 raised to 
support our varsity athletic teams today, 
which is great considering we had to re- 
duce the field due to the pandemic, and 
some of our regular participants were 
not able to travel this year, but we look 
forward to having a full field again next 
year if we are back to a more normal 
mode of operations.” 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 





HOLYOKE — The Holyoke Parks and 
Recreation Department in conjunction 
with the John Murphy Youth Baseball 
League will be conducting baseball clin- 
ics. To sign up for the clinic, please con- 
tact Coach Terry Murphy at tmurphylh- 
cc @comcast.net. 

Clinics will follow all of the board 
of health requirements regarding masks, 
spacing and cleaning of equipment. Play- 
ers with their own bats and helmets or 
catcher’s gear are encouraged to bring to 
the clinic. 

Potential Baseball Clinics Schedule 

All clinics to take place at Mackenzie 
Field 

Free of charge for Holyoke residents, 
$10 for non-residents 

Wednesday, August 12 1 O 
a.m. — 12 noon (age group 7-10) 


Wednesday, August 12 5:45 
p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 14-17) 
Thursday, August 13 5:45 


p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 11-13) 


Monday, August17 10 am. — 12 
noon (age group 7-10) 
Wednesday, August 19 1 O 


a.m. — 12 noon (age group 11-13) 


Wednesday, August 19 5:45 
p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 14-17) 
Thursday, August 20 5:45 


p.m. - 7:45 p.m. (age group 7-10) 

Wednesday, August 26 1 O 
a.m. — 12 noon (age group 14-17) 

Wednesday, August 26 5:45. p.m. - 
7:45 p.m. (age group 11-13) 

Clinics will be run by former Holyoke 
Community College baseball coach Ter- 
ry Murphy. He will be assisted by Bob 
Prattico, former Holyoke Catholic coach, 
Mike Afflitto, Smith Academy coach, 
and Mike Prattico, Amherst High School 
coach. Added to the coaching staff is 
Dioni Soriano Bello, a former player in 
Japan and Latin America. They will also 
be assisted by several former high school 
players as well. A trainer will also be on 
hand for each session! 


Paik wins Amateur golf championship 


ESSEX — Allison Paik, 18, of 
Ledgemont Country Club, has defeated 
Anne Walsh, 18, of The Country Club, 
by a score of 7&6 to win the 117th 
Massachusetts Amateur Championship 
following Friday’s 18-hole Champi- 
onship Match at Essex County Club in 
Manchester-by-the-Sea, Massachusetts. 
It’s the largest margin of victory in the 
Championship Match in the past decade. 
Both players have committed to playing for 
Columbia University’s women’s golf team. 
This is the first Women’s Amateur Cham- 
pionship win for Paik, a Sharon resi- 
dent who graduated Wheeler School 
in Providence. Paik never had to play 
all 18 holes in her four match play con- 
tests. She played a combined 56 holes 
in those matches, winning 25 of them. 
Walsh, of Jamaica Plain, finished run- 
ner-up for the second consecutive year. 
Last year, she lost to Angela Garvin in 
the Championship Match, 4&3. This 
year, she won Mass Golf’s Ouimet Me- 
morial Tournament champion and _ fin- 
ished runner-up at the Massachusetts 
Girls’ Junior Amateur Championship. 
In Semifinal matches this morn- 


ing, Walsh defeated Rebecca Skol- 
er (Pine Brook Country Club) in 21 
holes, and Paik defeated Mary Mulca- 
hy (Hatherly Country Club), 4&3. 
Match Summary: Allison Paik put on a 
stellar putting performance as she won 
five holes with five birdies on the front 
nine, including three of the first four 
holes. She needed to play just three more 
holes to close out the match. On the 
12th hole, Walsh overshot the green and 
missed her par attempt. That allowed Paik 
to chip on and then make her par putt. 
President’s Cup: Alexandra Pool (Pine 
Brook Country Club) won the Presi- 
dent’s Cup for the first time. Pool, 15, 
a Boston native, defeated Wellesley’s 
Pam Kuong (Charles River Country 
Club), 2&1, closing the match out with 
a par on the 17th hole. Kuong, 59, won 
the 2019 Mass Golf Anne Marie To- 
bin Women’s Player of the Year Award. 
The President’s Cup consisted of play- 
ers who finished 17-32 in stroke play 
qualifying, which took place Tuesday 
and Wednesday. The Championship 
Flight featured players seeded 1-16. 


PAGE 12 


The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com | 


- public safety - 
state Police arrest man 





STURBRIDGE — At approximate- 
ly 9:30 a.m Aug. 12 Trooper Michael 
MacDonald and his Field Training Of- 
ficer, Trooper John Mindek, assigned 
to State Police Sturbridge, were con- 
ducting stationary patrol on Route 84 
eastbound in Sturbridge. While they 
were stationary they observed a gray 
Volkswagen with a large crack in the 
windshield. Trooper MacDonald then 
entered traffic and proceeded to catch 
up to the vehicle, noting it was being 
operated at 80 miles per hour where 
the posted speed limit is 65 mph. He 
then activated his emergency lights 
and stopped the vehicle. 

Once the vehicle was stopped both 
Troopers approached it and identi- 
fied the operator, then informed him 
why he was stopped. While they were 
speaking to the operator Trooper 
MacDonald detected a strong odor of 
freshly burnt marijuana. He also ob- 
served signs of impairment on all three 
occupants inside of the vehicle. After 
subsequent investigation on scene, it 
was determined the operator was un- 
der the influence of marijuana and the 
vehicle was going to be towed. Addi- 
tionally, it was discovered his driver’s 
license was suspended. 

Prior to the vehicle getting towed 
the passengers were asked to exit. 
The front seat passenger, identified 
as Rashaad Elie, 24, of Malden, 1m- 
mediately began acting strangely and 
stood in a defensive position, worrying 
Troopers that he may be concealing a 
weapon. A pat-frisk of his person was 
conducted and Troopers immediately 


with firearm, narcotics 


located a firearm, loaded with a round 
in the chamber. Elie did not possess a 
license to carry firearms. He was co- 
operative and was placed in custody 
without incident. Troopers also locat- 
ed numerous pills, believed to be Xa- 
nax, in a small fanny pack that was in 
Elie’s possession. 

Elie was transported to State Po- 
lice-Sturbridge where he was booked. 
The rear seat passenger was released 
from the scene without charges. A 
bail commissioner was contacted and 
placed a bail amount of $1,000 on 
Elie. He 1s expected to be arraigned at 
Dudley District Court on the follow- 
ing charges: 

Carrying a Firearm; 

Possession of a Firearm without 
FID Card; 

Carrying a Loaded Firearm; 

Possession of a Firearm with Two 
Prior Violent/Drug Convictions; 

Improper Storage of a Firearm; 

Possession of Ammunition without 
FID Card; and 

Possession of a Class E Drug. 

The operator was issued a crimi- 
nal summons and allowed to leave the 
scene, he will be required to appear at 
Dudley District Court in the near fu- 
ture on the following charges: 

Operating a Motor Vehicle with a 
Suspended License; 

Operating a Motor Vehicle Under 
the Influence of Intoxicating Drugs; 

Marker Lanes Violation; 

Speeding; and 

Equipment Violation (windshield). 


East Brookfield Police Log 


For the week of Aug. 3-10, the East 
Brookfield Police Department conduct- 
ed 56 buildinglproperty checks, five ra- 
dar assignments, 16 motor vehicle stops, 
28 directedlarea patrols, four traffic con- 
trols, one animal call, eight emergency 
911 calls, one assist citizen, two assist 
other agencies, 12 safety hazards, one 
illegal dumping and one threat. 


Monday, Aug. 3 
8:18 p.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Podunk Road — Transported to Hospi- 
tal 
Tuesday, Aug. 4 
5:23 a.m. 911 — Medical Emergency 
Stone Road — Transported to Hospital 
12:12 p.m. 911 — Hang-up Call Pau- 
la Circle — Spoken To 
5:44 p.m. 911 —Safety Hazard Stone 
Road — Taken/Referred to Other Agen- 
cy 
5:54 p.m. 911 — Safety Hazard Ad- 
ams Road — Taken/Referred to Other 
Agency 
6:31 p.m. Phone — Fire, Mutual Aid 
Out of Town — Services Rendered 
8:50 p.m. Phone — Fire, Other West 
Sturbridge Road — Services Rendered 
9:14 p.m. 911 — Safety Hazard Po- 
dunk Road — Services Rendered 
Wednesday, Aug. 5 
2:16 a.m. 911 — Utility Issues South 
Pond Road — No Action Required 
8:25 a.m. Phone — Suspicious Activ- 
ity Pond View Road — Spoken To 
12:10 p.m. Phone — Medical Emer- 
gency West Main Street — Transported 
to Hospital 
Thursday, Aug. 6 
6:29 p.m. Phone — Motor Vehicle 


Accident West Main Street — Services 
Rendered 

7:22 p.m. Phone — Assist Other 
Agency Spencer — Merge 

Friday, Aug. 7 

3:47 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop West Main Street — Vehicle Towed 

3:56 p.m. Phone — Suspicious Activ- 
ity Cove Street — Report Taken 

4:40 p.m. Phone — [legal Dumping 
Cove Street — Report Taken 

Saturday, Aug. 8 

2:05 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Is- 
sued 

5:58 a.m. Phone — Alarm West Main 
Street — Investigated 

5:22 p.m. Initiated - Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Is- 
sued 

Sunday, Aug. 9 

11:02 a.m. Initiated — Motor Vehi- 
cle Stop Harrington Street — Written 
Warning 

3:52 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop East Main Street — Citation Is- 
sued 

7:22 p.m. Phone — Threat Mechanic 
Street — Report Taken 

Monday, Aug. 10 

7:53 a.m. 911 — Building/Property 
Check West Main Street — Checked/ 
Secured 

7:57 a.m. Phone — Larceny/Theft/ 
Shoplifting Podunk Road — Report 
Taken 

11:42 a.m. Initiated — Welfare Check 
Drake Lane — Gone on Arrival 

12:38 p.m. Initiated — Property 
Damage West Sturbridge Road — Re- 
port Taken 


State allocates $50 million for 
emergency education relief 


BOSTON- The Baker-Polito Admin- 
istration announced today it will allo- 
cate more than $50 million in federal 
CARES Act funds to benefit education 
in elementary and secondary schools, 
as well as colleges and universities. The 
funding from the federal Governor’s 
Emergency Education Relief Fund 
will improve early literacy, expand re- 
mote learning opportunities, and cover 
costs associated with reopening certain 
schools and colleges, as well as boost fi- 
nancial aid for college students in great- 
er need of financial assistance. 

As part of the federal CARES Act, 
governors in each state were granted 
a share of discretionary dollars to en- 
sure continuity of educational services 
during the COVID-19 crisis. The Bak- 
er-Polito Administration previously al- 
located nearly $1 billion in federal funds 
to help municipalities, school districts, 
and colleges and universities in the 
Commonwealth address COVID-relat- 
ed expenses. 

The funding announced today will 
support the following initiatives: 

- Up to $10 million for early litera- 
cy programs that provide extra help to 
students through grade 3, aimed at re- 
mediating learning loss children may 
have experienced since schools closed 
in March, as well as accelerate reading 
skills of children in high-need commu- 
nities; 

- Up to $7.5 million to expand access 
to online courses, including advanced 
placement, early college or dual enroll- 
ment courses; 

Up to $25 million to cover 
COVID-related expenses associated 
with reopening colleges and universities, 
as well as certain non-public elementary 
and secondary schools. Funds will be 
allocated based on the number and per- 
centage of low-income students these 
schools enroll; 

- Up to $2.5 million in financial aid 
for low-income college students attend- 
ing public colleges to ensure they can 
cover emergency expenses to continue 
their education; 

- And up to $5 million set aside in an 
emergency reserve fund. 

“Our administration is committed to 
supporting every student in our schools 
as districts and universities prepare for 
the start of the school year,” said Gov. 
Charlie Baker. “This $50 million invest- 
ment represents flexible funding that 
can be used for a variety of critical re- 
sources for schools and colleges as they 
begin to reopen and bring kids back 


into the classroom, especially in our 
most vulnerable communities.” 

“These additional resources will help 
us target funding to support schools 
and colleges recover from effects of the 
pandemic,” said Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito. 
“Our administration looks forward to 
our continued collaboration with school 
officials statewide on how to best sup- 
port the safe return to classrooms this 
fall.” 

“Besides supporting financial stabili- 
ty and continuity of service in both K-12 
and higher education, this plan will give 
more students access to high-quality 
online learning opportunities,” said Ed- 
ucation Secretary James Peyser. 

“We know districts will need more 
funding this year than in a typical 
school year, and I am pleased to see this 
money added to the financial support 
that is already on its way to districts,” 
said Elementary and Secondary Educa- 
tion Commissioner Jeffrey C. Riley. 

“At a time of great uncertainty for 
those of us in higher education, this 
investment in our public colleges and 
universities and most especially, in our 
underserved students, will help ease 
the financial burdens associated with 
COVID-19 and lay the groundwork for 
a productive fall semester,” said Carlos 
E. Santiago, Massachusetts Commis- 
sioner of Higher Education. 

Funding announced today builds on 
the nearly $1 billion previously allocat- 
ed to schools, childcare programs, col- 
leges, and universities. 

- In June, the Baker-Polito Admin- 
istration announced the allocation of 
approximately $200 million from the 
Commonwealth’s federal Coronavirus 
Relief Fund for costs related to reopen- 
ing public schools. 

- Other funding sources to support 
school reopening include: 

$500 million from the Coronavirus 
Relief Fund previously allocated to cit- 
ies and towns. 

$194 million in federal Elementary 
and Secondary School Emergency Re- 
lief Fund grants. 

$45 million to support the reopening 
of childcare programs serving low-in- 
come children. 

$19 million for special education res- 
idential schools. 

$25 million in federal funds for a 
matching grant program to help school 
districts and charter schools close tech- 
nology gaps that inhibit remote learn- 
ing. 


New Braintree Police Log 


For the week of Aug. 10-17, the Hard- 
wickl|New Braintree Police Department 
conducted 21 buildinglproperty checks, 
six radar assignments, three motor ve- 
hicle stops, 23 directedlarea patrols, five 
traffic controls, two emergency 911 call, 
two animal call, one motor vehicle acci- 
dent, two citizen assists and three safety 
hazards in the town of New Braintree. 


Monday, Aug. 10 
11:31 a.m. Initiated — Safety Haz- 
ard Oakham Road — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 
12:06 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
McKay Road — Taken/Referred to Oth- 
er Agency 


Wednesday, Aug. 12 
4:29 p.m. Initiated — Motor Vehicle 
Stop Ravine Road — Citation Issued 
Saturday, Aug. 15 
3:26 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Oakham Road — Services Rendered 
5:26 p.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Acci- 
dent North Brookfield Road — Trans- 
ported to Hospital 
Sunday, Aug. 16 
9:02 p.m. Phone — Fire Alarm Me- 
morial Drive — Investigated 
Monday, Aug. 17 
6:19 a.m. Phone — Fire Alarm Me- 
morial Drive - Unknown Outcome 
7:12 a.m. 911- Medical Emergency 
Hardwick Road — Transported to Hospital 


Send Us Your Sports Photos! 
sports@turley.com 





A ‘gap year’ 


SPRINGFIELD — _ The 
COVID-19 pandemic has led 
many high school seniors who 
were considering going away to 
a four-year college or university 
to consider a local alternative: 
Springfield Technical Commu- 
nity College. 

Much of the appeal of a 
four-year college or university 
stems from the experience of 
leaving home, living in a dorm 
and meeting new friends. Many 
students who choose four-year 
institutions enjoy exploring a 
large campus, attending big 
events and living in a new com- 
munity. 

But the pandemic will no 
doubt alter the experience at 
four-year colleges and universi- 
ties this fall. Many recent high 
school graduates are choosing 
to enroll at their community 
college, which is the more af- 
fordable option during difficult 
times. 

Knowing about STCC’s 
reputation, incoming first-year 
student Sara Maria of Ludlow 
said she had considered start- 
ing as a transfer student even 
before the COVID-19 crisis. 

“The fact that we are in [a 
pandemic] definitely pushed 
me to stay at home and go to 
STCC for at least two more 
years. Ill then transfer to a big 
school to be with a big group of 
students,” she said. 
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Maria was strongly consid- 
ering Syracuse University be- 
fore the COVID-19 crisis. 

Because of the health pan- 
demic, many four-year colleges 
or universities have restricted 
access to their campuses and 
converted to online instruction 
to ensure safety of faculty, staff 
and students. Online instruc- 
tion means the students can 
take courses from their homes. 

Maria, who is interested in 
marketing, started taking on- 
line classes at STCC this sum- 
mer to get a head start. “If ’'m 
not going to be on campus, I 
might as well start now because 
I have time,” she said. 

Louisa Davis-Freeman, 
dean of Admissions at STCC, 
said community college is a 
“smart start” anytime for any- 
one seeking a degree. It’s espe- 
cially true during the pandemic. 

“Theyre wondering wheth- 
er they want to pay a lot of 
money for an online course at 
some other four-year school 
when the same course can be 
purchased with us at a very rea- 
sonable cost,’ Davis-Freeman 
said. “You get the same credits. 
They all transfer to a four-year 
university or college, as long as 
you get a decent grade.” 


The Commonwealth 
Commitment (through the 
MassTransfer program) en- 


sures that credits transfer to 


any Massachusetts state uni- 
versity or UMass campus. 
Earning a bachelor’s degree at 
Westfield State or UMass Am- 
herst will cost less than $39,000 
when requirements are met. 
This represents a significant 
savings, even before financial 
aid or room-and-board are 
factored in. STCC offers ad- 
ditional transfer agreements 
with many private colleges in 
the Springfield, Worcester and 
Boston areas. 

STCC also serves as an op- 
tion for graduating high school 
seniors who were considering 
delaying plans for a year to go 
to college. Some recent high 
school graduates choose to take 
what is known as a “gap year” 
to travel domestically or inter- 
nationally, to find an internship 
or to volunteer or to find a job 
close to home to save up for an 
expensive four-year college. 

“We know that some people 
who were planning a gap year 
this fall realize that traveling is 
off the table because of safety 
concerns,’ Davis-Freeman said. 
“Job prospects and internships 
also may be unavailable be- 
cause many businesses are not 
hiring as a result of the eco- 
nomic downturn.” 

Class of 2020 STCC gradu- 
ate Maryam Abbas! is transfer- 
ring to Montserrat College of 
Art this fall. 


“T didn’t have to pay a cent” 
for my two years at STCC, she 
said. 

“I knew going straight into 
a four-year school was going 
to be difficult,’ Abbasi said. 
“T had really great professors 
[at STCC]. They know what 
theyre doing. They engage 
with their students very well. 
So I would recommend that 
anybody go to community col- 
lege first, specifically STCC.” 

STCC, the only technical 
community college in Massa- 
chusetts, will offer a combina- 
tion of on-campus low density 
labs and online instruction this 
fall. STCC offers upwards of 
90 programs, many of which 
are unique to the region. In ad- 
dition, students avoid student 
loan debt, and find opportuni- 
ty and more in STCC’s multiple 
bachelor’s degree transfer op- 
tions. STCC is the most afford- 
able college in Springfield. 

STCC is known for its state- 
of-the art laboratories and 
equipment in science, technolo- 
gy, engineering and mathemat- 
ics (STEM) programs, as well 
as a nationally-recognized pa- 
tient simulation facility used by 
students in its acclaimed health 
programs. 

“STCC is a great choice to 
stay local, be safe, earn college 
credits, and then take them 
on to your four-year school 
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at STCC enables students to continue college plans 


in the future,” Davis-Freeman 
said. “Our admissions counsel- 
ors are working remotely but 
talking to people on the phone, 
through video conferencing or 
by email. Feel free to reach out 
to us if you have any questions. 
We're here to help.” 

Interested in applying to 
STCC? Visit stcc.edu/apply or 
call Admissions at (413) 755- 
3333. 


About Springfield Technical 
Community College 

Founded in 1967 and located 
on 35 acres of the Springfield 
Armory National Historic Site, 
STCC is a major resource for 
the economic vitality of West- 
ern Massachusetts. As the only 
technical community college in 
Massachusetts, STCC offers a 
variety of career programs un- 
equalled in the state. STCC’s 
highly regarded transfer pro- 
grams in business, advanced 
manufacturing, healthcare, 
liberal arts, and STEM fields 
continue to provide the most 
affordable options for students 
pursuing a four-year degree. 
With an annual enrollment 
of about 7,000 day, evening, 
weekend, and online students, 
STCC is a vibrant campus rich 
in diversity. 

For more information about 
STCC, visit www.stcc.edu. 


Gobi and Blais secure $500,000 for statewide program to help farms thrive 


BOSTON — On Friday, July 
24, Gov. Charles Baker signed 
into law a supplemental spend- 
ing bill that includes $500,000 
for statewide Buy Local orga- 
nizations to continue efforts 
to expand consumer purchas- 
ing of locally grown food that 
supports local agriculture and 
farms. The funding was secured 
through budget amendments 
offered by State Senator Anne 
M. Gobi (D-Spencer) and State 
Representative Natalie M. Blais 
(D-Sunderland). 

“At a time where so many 
families are struggling with 
food and financial insecurity, 
investing in organizations that 
provide nutritious food directly 
to those most needing is key to 
ensuring their long term stabili- 
ty,” said Gobi, Senate Chair on 
the Joint Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resourc- 
es. “This funding benefits not 
only our citizens who are look- 


INTERIM BUDGET from page 2 


ing to put a healthy meal on the 
table, but our farmers who may 
be suffering from decreased 
economic activity as well.” 

In fiscal 2007, the Legisla- 
ture provided funding for the 
original four Buy Locals. Since 
then, the Legislature has sup- 
ported an increase in funding to 
$500,000 annually to grow the 
number of Buy Locals to cov- 
er every region in the state. The 
necessity of their work has only 
increased during the COVID19 
pandemic as Massachusetts 
farms endeavor to identify new 
customers and/or maintain the 
customers they have gained. 

“Our farms play an integral 
role in our local economies and 
food system. Like everyone, 
they have been impacted by 
the COVID19 pandemic,” said 
Blais. “This funding will go a 
long way in sustaining their vi- 
ability and enhancing their suc- 
cess with community support.” 


the state’s funding portion for specific line items if 


federal programs or other alternative funding sourc- 
es are available to replace state funding. 

House Bill 4905 also calls for Administration and 
Finance to provide monthly reports to the House 
and Senate committees on Ways and Means regard- 
ing allotments for each line item funded through the 
interim budget; assumed full-year appropriations 
for each line item based on the year-to-date allot- 
ments; and an explanation for any changes in the 
assumed full-year appropriation from the previous 


monthly report. 


Smola said state budget leaders have been work- 
ing closely with the Baker-Polito Administration to 
determine local aid numbers for fiscal 2021, includ- 
ing Chapter 70 school aid, and are expected to make 
an announcement soon. For additional information 
please contact Smola at Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov 


or 617-722-2100. 


TOWN OF BROOKFIELD 
Brookfield Planning Board 
Notice of Public Hearing 
In accordance with M.G.L., 
Chapter 40A, and the pro- 
visions of the Brookfield 
Zoning Bylaws Section 4, 
Use Regulation Table, §6.1.i; 
Section 12, Solar Energy 
Systems; Section 8.C., Site 
Plan Approval; and Section 
12.C., Special Permits; the 
Brookfield Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing 
on an application for a Site 
Plan Review and Substantive 
Amendment to a Special 
Permit originally granted in 
March 2019 for a Commercial 
Large-Scale Solar Power 
Generation Installation on 
property owned by James 
Evan Turner and Steven S. 
Skowyra, located at O Off 


Massachusetts is home to 
7,241 farms on 491,653 acres. 
Almost 26,000 people are di- 
rectly employed by farms, gen- 
erating over $475 million in 
agricultural goods. In the state, 
94% of the farms are small and 
80% are family or individual- 
ly-owned, with the average farm 
producing $65,624 worth of ag- 
ricultural products on 68 acres. 

“During this pandemic, 
farms have come through with 
food for our families. What is 
vital 1s that we keep this direct 
commerce going between farms 
and communities even as the 
challenges continue. The efforts 
of Sen. Gobi and Rep. Blais, 
the Legislature and the Admin- 
istration will go a long way to 
fund these economic connec- 
tions throughout the Common- 
wealth,” said Phil Korman, ex- 
ecutive director of CISA. 

“When we _— investment 
in farm businesses we are 


strengthening food security and 
the local economy of our com- 
munities. We are grateful for the 
funding and will work to ensure 
that the customers who turned 
to their farmers when grocery 
store shelves were bare, con- 
tinue to buy from their farmers 
long after this pandemic is be- 
hind us,” said Mackenzie May, 
executive director of Central 
Mass Grown. 

Direct market sales are a key 
feature of the state’s agriculture 
industry. Massachusetts ranks 
fifth in the nation for direct 
market sales with over $100 mil- 
lion annually, and ranks third 
in the nation for direct market 
sales per farm at $55,384. Di- 
rect market sales are 21.1% of 
the state’s total sales of agri- 
cultural products—the highest 
proportion of any state in the 
country. 

The geographic areas repre- 
sented by Buy Locals are: 


¢ Berkshire County 

¢ Connecticut River Valley 
and the hill towns (Hampden, 
Hampshire, Franklin counties) 

¢ Central Massachusetts 
(Worcester County) 

¢ Greater Boston (Suffolk 
County and parts of Middlesex 
County) 

¢ North of Boston (Essex 
County and parts of Middlesex 
County) 

¢ Southeastern Massachu- 
setts (Bristol, Plymouth, and 


Norfolk Counties) 

¢ Cape Cod (Barnstable 
County) 

¢ Martha’s Vineyard (Dukes 
County) 

¢ Nantucket (Nantucket 
County) 

More information about 


the Buy Local program can 
be found at https://www.mass. 
gov/service-details/buy-local- 
groups. 


- public notices - 


8/14, 8/21/2020 


Cronin Road, Warren and 0 
Long Hill District, Brookfield 
(access at 452 Cronin Road, 
Warren), both located in a 
Rural Residential District. 
The hearing will take place 
on Wednesday, September 
2, 2020 at the Town Hall, 6 
Central Street, Brookfield, 
starting at 7:00 pm or as 
soon thereafter as can be 
heard. Meeting details, 
agenda and how to attend 
remotely will be posted 
at MyTownGovernment. 
org/01506. A copy of the 
application may be inspected 
at the office of the Town Clerk 
at Brookfield Town Hall during 
normal business hours. 
Sharon Mahoney, 


Brookfield Planning Board 


Chairman 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 





WANTED TO BUY 


FIELDSTONE WALLS WANT- 
ED to buy. Looking to purchase 
large quantities of old stone walls. 
Please call R.E. Barnes Fieldstone 
(978)355-2117 





A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


PRIVATE NURSING SERVICES 
Registered Nurse to provide wide 
range of medical services. Will come 
to your home for necessary medical 
tasks. (413) 289-6729 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Support our community 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
Surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


EXCAVATING 


ELIOT STARBARD' EXCAVA- 
TION 35 yrs of happy customers. 
508-882-0140 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ce- 
ramic tile, windows, painting, wall- 
papering, textured ceilings, siding, 
decks. Insurance work. Fully insured. 
Free estimates. (413)246-2783 
Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting 
with this special method to people of 
all ages and abilities and have your 
own business with a stable income. 
Fill the need for more art in health- 
care facilities. Check it out at: 

www.artis4every1.com 

or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


*ALL SEASON** = Specializing 
in shrub trimming, pruning, design, 
deliveries, loader, backhoe, insured. 
Professional. Please call Bob 
(413)537-5789 (413)538-7954. 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 
Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$34.50 


Town: 
Number of Weeks: 


Credit Card: 


(J MasterCard 


Base Price 
$27.00 
Base Price 
$29.00 
Base Price 
$31.00 
Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$35.00 


J Cash 


VISA 1 Discover 


X per week rate = $_ 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 
Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 


Base Price 
$35.50 


Base Price 
$36.00 





States Zip: 


] Check# __ 


DEADLINES: 


the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 


Quabbin 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 


or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


EASTHAMPTON 


SPRINGFIELD 






HUBBARDSTON 









WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 
2 
BROOKFIELD / 4 


BRIMFIELD 
STURBRIDGE 


WALES ( HOLLAND 





ELD 


pROOKFI 










Suburban 


Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


on 











WEST 


Includes 
——  — —— additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5.00 
— 
| 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


DAVE’S LAWN AND 
GARDEN, LLC 
Landscape design & maintenance 
Patios & walkways 
Stump grinding 
Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 
Call Dave (413)478-4212 
for your free estimate. 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


CHAMPAGNE LANDSCAPING 
Weekly, bi-weekly mowing, Spring, 
Fall Clean-ups, trimming, mulch, stone 
beds, excavating. Total yard mainte- 
nance. Call Dan (413)682-4943 


LAWN & GARDEN 


*COMPOSTED LOAM* 3/8 
screened, $28/yd. deliv., 10 yd min.; 
No additives, fillers or by-products. Lo- 
cal deliv. to Oakham and surrounding 
towns only. Eliot Starbard 508-882- 
0140. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PAINTING 


KEEP IT PAINTING- Klems ex 
cellent exterior painting. Interiors too. 
Specializing in all aspects of quality 
painting and staining. 25 years ex 
perience. Free consultation. Steve 
(413)477-8217 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SERVICE 
Let me save you money. Iree 
removal, hazard tree removal, cord- 
wood, stump grinding. We're fully 
insured and workmen’s comp. 
for your protection. Free estimates. 
Mon-Sun Call Jason (413)283- 
6374 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience 
climbing. Skid steer work, land clear- 
ing. Call Dave. 413-668-6560 day/ 
night. 
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DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CAMPERS 


MOTOR HOME FOR SALE 2007 
Winnebago Adventurer Model 33V. 
Ford 

Chassis with V10 Engine. 49326 miles, 
2 slides, orginal owners, non smokers. 
$34,500.00 

(413) 566-3167 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LES- 
SONS offered year round at our 
state of the art facility. beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, sales and Leasing also 
available. Convenient location at Ori- 
on Farm in South Hadley (413)532- 
9753 www.orionfarm.net 


DRIVER - CDL CLASS A PNEU- 
MATIC TANK & DUMP TRAILER. 
EXPERIENCED ONLY. RB Enterpris- 
es 413-583-8393 





The Quaboag Current ¢ www.quaboagcurrent.turley.com 


Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 





REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention 
to make any such preference, limita- 
tion, or discrimination.” We will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is in violation of the 
law. All persons are hereby informed 
that all dwellings advertised are avail- 
able on an equal opportunity basis. 





HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
*Extra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


ag 


OPPORTUNITY 





PALMER 1 BR- QUIET secure 
country location. Locked storage & 
laundry in basement. K/DR combo- 
LR- full bath. Nice layout. No smoke/ 
pets. F/L/S $800 Breton Est. 413- 
283-6940 








SECTION 8 WELCOME Ware 
2 bedroom apts. new kitchen, bath, 
paint, flooring, appliances, etc. Avail- 
able ASAP (413)531-2433 


WARE 2 BEDROOM isi Floor 
W/D hook up. Off street parking, 
storage space, rubbish removal. 
F/L/S No pets. $800.00 per/month 
(413) 244-9874 


WARE LARGE 2 BEDROOM 
APARTMENT Washer/Dryer 
Hookup, Storage, Dishwasher, Dis- 
posal, also includes trash pickup. 
$900.00 First & Security. Available 
09/01 (413) 478-7168 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE HAS 
opened a brand new facility in Ware 
behind the Ware Post Office. Call for 
all your storage needs and our low 
rates. 413-531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE 
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ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





List your 
property here! 














#BETTERYOURJOURNEY 


74 COTTAGE STREET 
IN EASTHAMPTON 


OPEN DAILY IOAM- Teas 
(413) 327-9393. 


- . EASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY.COM 
(MEASTHAMPTONDISPENSARY 



























ALL YOU NEED IS A VALID 21+ ID! 


Please Consume Responsibly, This product may cause impairment and may be habit 
forming. For use only by adults 21 years of age or older.Keep out of the reach of children. 
This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). There is limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there 
may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feedingmay 
pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the 
influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. There may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, 
coordination, and judgment. The impairment effects of edible marijuana may be delayed 
by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 
1-800-222-1222 or 9-1-1. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 





The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 
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Editorial/Opinion 4 
NORTH BROOKFIELD WARREN STURBRIDGE 10 






Sports 
Nature club Smola supports State police arrest Police Logs 42 
butterfly walk p2 session extension p3 p12 Clacciede 14 
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Your CONNECTIO 








BUYING OR SELLING... 
WE HAVE THE PERFECT FIT FOR YOU! 





TAX FREE HOLIDAY AUGUST 28-29 


PREVIEW & ORDER NOW! 


WE HAVE MORE APPLIANCES 
IN STOCK THAN ANYONE ELSE! 
~ SEE OUR FLYER INSIDE!!! ~ 
INTEX POOLS IN STOCK ¢ FREEZERS IN STOCK 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
FOR FAST DELIVERY OR PICK UP! 


OVER 1,000 BIKES IN STOCK! 
WE REPAIR ALL BIKE MODELS! 


oO” FINANCING FOR 12 MONTHS 


WHITCO Bad Credit? We Can Help! 

Sm Es 

oie ee 140 Main St., Spencer FQ 8. 885.9343 
“Go To WHITCOSALES.COM 






www.PostRoadRealty.com 


TWO NEW LISTINGS xy 


33 WINTER ST. W. BROOKFIELD | 14 HILLSIDE DR. W. BROOKFIELD 
$199,900 $159,900 

! Always dreamed of a 
owning a home near | ® 
the water? Well here | ~~ 
it is, at an affordable | > 











| I 

Move right in to this 
charming country 
home!! This home 
features a fully ap- 
plianced kitchen, a 
first floor laundry and ] 
spacious living room. fw | F 

joy some extra : 7 ~ | | vate beach on fully | 
space in the welcom- recreational Lake |. 
ing enclosed porch. 2 bedrooms on the second floor with | Wickaboag in the ~ 
plenty of storage. You can be in before summer ends and | picturesque Lakeshore Drive area of West Brookfield. 
enjoy the flat, level back yard and the large deck. It has a | The lake is a wonderful water and recreational area, great 
wonderful outdoor space, including a shed and a garage, | for fishing, swimming and boating. Come make this 2 
yet easy to maintain. The house, garage and shed were | bedroom, 1 bath ranch your lake community home. This 
recently painted and there is a new roof on the garage. | home features a kitchen with laundry, a dining room, a 
New gutters on the back of the house. This home is | mudroom entrance, and a playroom. Recent updates in- 
Close to everything in town and is in walking distance to | clude windows, roof and furnace. Enjoy a day at the lake, 
schools, shopping, the common. Brand new 3 bedroom | then come home to relax in this charmer. This one won’t 
septic just installed!! Town water. Quick closing possible!! | last. Come take a look, it could be yours. 


John and Cassie Paolucci Follow us on 


©) 774-200-3523 |9 ms| “g} 





Fall.Foliagé 

Scenic Jours ifs 

Apble Orchards we 
ee) an x. 

Familys-un 


elblanle) dal Patches: 
wonghe Wacres 7 | 






4. price. This home is 
7 | a short walk to the P= =. 
‘members only’ pri- | 






































































= 2004-2008 MAIN STREET, PALMER - $179,900 


| Large retail space located within the Village 
wy Of Three Rivers Revitalization area is a | IN THE PIONEER 
freestanding 6,500 sq ft building on .41 acre —— VALLEY AND THE 





i 17 Lauren Lane, Sturbridge - $325,000 
OPEN HOUSE - Sunday, ae 12- sli 
3 Bedroom - 2 1/2 Bathroom = 
Open Floor Plan - Breakfast Bar 
1 Master en-suite - Gas Fireplace 
Main Level Laundry - Deck 
Generator - Walk-out Basement [i eka 
BUYING ¢ SELLING e RELOCATING 
@ cei —— — iin STEWART & STEWART 
BROKERAGE 413-387-8608 


Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


intersection - high traffic area. Air conditioning, 
| underground space - tenant controlled HVAC, 
waterfront - adaptive Reuse Project and off street parking. Minutes from Ware, 
Belchertown, Thorndike, Bondsville, Palmer and the Ma Pike. This space is 
wide Open and adaptive to many Business Options. The property used to be 
the only grocery market in town. The price is right. Don’t miss this ONE! 
Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! Century 21 
1-978-434-1990 North East 


www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com _ 109 West St., Ware 


Turley 


Publications, Inc. 


- A TURLEY PUBLICATION — 
WWW.TURLEY.COM 
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an) Sons ey 
Construction Company _ncorroraTeD SAND & GRAVEL co 


e Excavation Complete Site Work « Demo ¢ New Home Construction 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand Washed & Double Washed 
e Trucking ¢ Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work Crushed Stone 


¢ Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements Washed Sand e Stone Dust 
YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! Natural Round Landscaping Stone 
177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 Screened Loam e Crushed Gravel 
413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com PLANT LOCATION 
53 Brooks Pond Rd., North Brookfield, MA 
<> ta Lots Mm slow am el Tole er 


LANDSCAPE STONE 


Beige, Blush, Blue, Brown, Purple, 
Red, Lt Gray, Dk Gray, White 


Screened Loam Stored in Building 
Construction Stone ¢ Construction Sand ¢ Concrete Sand 
Title V Septic Sand © Brick Sand © Sand Box Sand 


Utility Sand © Stone Dust ¢ Silt 
Crushed Gravel ¢ Crushed Asphalt ¢ Crushed Concrete 


Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 


PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! 
98 North Spencer Road, 
Route 31N, Spencer, MA 
508-885-6100 
_ hate —— 
| WWW. Hbandeanaandaravel: com 
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NOW OPEN 
FOR INDOOR DINING! 


SEAFOOD FEAST 


- Pick Your Lobster Rolls* 
Special Purchase 3M 2 | Own apples: Clams, Scallops 


Cali the Farm! : 
Worktunes Headphones VISIT THE FARM FOR: = eg? + Weekly Specials!!! 


Bluetooth Technology e Honey « Cheese | } ‘ a ceil *Fresh In House Baked Challah & Sourdough Rolls 
e Jams ¢ Early Apples /2 Dozen ~ Offering Fish Daily! ~ 


| it ) : Lets you listen to music and answer Cider Donuts 
ome °A8 your phone at the same time ° Maple Syrup | WITH THIS COUPON AND PURCHASE Soups 


TLOOMIOL IG 


Cs 











without taking off your earphones GOOD TUES. THRU THURS. ONLY _. Chili e Clam Chowder 


Is... cei : & “Soup of the Day” 
CONCRETE SOLUTIONS | a) } E.B. Flatts 


199 East Broadway (Rt. 2A), Gardner * 978-669-0088 (413) 436-7122 Taisen ae 967. 
Mon.-Fri. 7:00-4:30; Sat. 8:00-1:00 Se bree sclandecremorda -ons ee 245 W. Main, E. Brookfield * 508-867-6643 





COME SEE US FOR: ere 
® Dental Cleanings eCosmeticVentstry «© Pediatric Dentistry 
e Orthodontics: Fillings, Crownsand © Periodontal Care 
Braces and Invisalign® Bridges, Veneers « Laser Gum Therapy 
e Dental Emergencies Teeth Whitening « Extractions & Implants 
AL INSURANCES! 
INSURANCES 


é, 9 West Main Senet West Brookfield, MA 
Dr. Derrick Teneoo Le. Bakr Amin Dr, Sam Alkhoury 
General Dentt Pediatre: Chenvirst Orthodonss! 508- 867- 2777 wanw.westbroakfelddental.com 





